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Alumni News
Lytasha Marie Blackwell is the Program Associate at Sadie Nash Leadership Project, a
young women's leadership organization in
Newark, New Jersey. She graduated Southern
Connecticut State University with a B.A. in
Sociology and then later, a Master’s in Women’s Studies in 2012. She has been performing
spoken word since 14 years old and had her
first debut at Madison Square Garden. She has
also been a community organizer since she was young.
Blackwell is a mother, educator, poet,"Liberational" Speaker,
Revolutionary Resolutionist, facilitator and supporter of all
things grounded in Love. She is currently spending time investing in Radical Self-Care and raising her son Prince Kestyn
with the support of his father and loving family.
Blackwell is currently working on children's books and a workshop/showcase titled "The Baby Mammalogues."
Barbara Gurr has been an assistant professor-in-residence with the University of
Connecticut's Women's, Gender and Sexuality Studies Program since Fall 2011.
A member of Triota and the 2003 graduating class of Women's Studies at SCSU,
Gurr defended her dissertation in Sociology at the University of Connecticut in 2011.
She is currently working on a long-term project examining
parental identity tasks for parents who have affirmed the
transgender identity of a young child. She also works closely
with several local and national reproductive justice initiatives
such as SovereignBodies.com, True Colors, and Thundervalley
Community Development, Inc., on Pine Ridge Reservation,
South Dakota.
Gurr’s "Reproductive Justice: the Politics of Healthcare for
Native American Women" was published by Rutgers University
November 2014. Her book "Race, Gender and Sexuality in PostApocalyptic TV and Film" has an expected release date of early
2016 from Palgrave MacMillan.

Did You Know?




The Graduate Student Affairs Committee (GSAC) makes
funds available for GSAC-recognized graduate student
organizations that are in good standing with the GSAC.
Funding may be awarded for but not limited to the cost of
organizing and running meetings, planning and holding
events, and supporting initiatives of the graduate student
organization. GSAC also provides travel funds to present or
attend academic conferences. Please visit: http://
www.southernct.edu/academics/graduate/gsac/funding/
conferences.html
Disciplines and degrees where WMS graduate students
come from… Art History, Business Administration, Communication Studies, Economics, English, History, Journalism,
Juris Prudence, Marketing, Media Studies, Physics, Political
Science, Sociology, Spanish, B.A., B.S., M.A., M.S., J.D.,
Ph.D., and so much more!

Passions & Paths
Written by: Melanie Lozada
Menstrual Art is an international art movement, first
recorded in the 1970’s and currently gaining a revival
online, in which women use their own menstrual
blood in the creation of a visual or performance art
piece. Most often women use their blood, mixed in
with a clear resin to preserve the color, to create a
painting that acts as a political statement as well as
aesthetic art. The creation of Menstrual Art often
serves as an expression of womanhood, as a release of
the shame of menstruation wrought in a patriarchal
society, and as a healing device from violence.
One such artist to do this is Tumblr artist, Moonstrala,
who created a Tumblr with what she describes as
“blood drawings” of abstract images, her body, and
nature in order to regain her feminine power.
Melanie Lozada’s thesis will shed light on the critical
significance of menstrual art.
Citation of artwork: http://moonstrala.tumblr.com/
image/88614894953

Iota Iota Iota
Vagina Monologues: The V-Day movement was started in 1998, just four years after the first performance
of Eve Ensler's “The Vagina Monologues.” Iota Iota
Iota participates in the V-Day movement by putting
on performances of “The Vagina
Monologues” every year. The
proceeds of the show go to the V
-Day campaign and a local New
Haven organization that supports
and empowers women and
girls. Auditions will start the 1st
week of March 2015. “The Vagina Monologues” will be on April 15th and 16th, 2015.
NWSA 2014: Seven Triota members will be attending
the National Women’s Studies Association Conference (NWSA) in San Juan, Puerto Rico, November
13th-16th. The historical conference, the first NWSA
conference outside the 48 contiguous states. will be
featuring speakers such as bell hooks, Angela Davis,
Chandra Mohanty, and other
prominent feminist
scholars. The students will be presenting and participating in feminist discourse within the women’s
studies community and representing SCSU and the
Kappa chapter of Iota, Iota, Iota. We hope their travels are safe and wish them an engaging feminist spirit
for the duration of the conference.
Next Triota Meeting: November 20, 2014, 10am to
11am in the WMS office.
womenstudies@southernct.edu
www.southernct.edu/womensstudies
www.facebook.com/SCSUWMS
203-392-6133

Students of the
Month
Amanda DiGioia is a WMS
first-year Master's Student
at Southern Connecticit
State University. She is from
New Haven, CT, and received her undergraduate
degree at SCSU in Political
Science. Prior to attending
SCSU, DiGioia worked in professional and collegiate sports. Among her many research projects,
DiGioiais is interested in examining how women in
the horror genre are perceived as and fight against
monsters.
An accomplished blogger, DiGioia’s writings under
her pen names have been main-paged onto Jezebel.com numerous times, most recently with her
article "Such Sights To Show You: Women in the
Works of Clive Barker." DiGioia blogs on Groupthink as hotfreypie, and The Powder Room as
AmandaOfHappiness. Her work can be seen
at http://hotfreypie.kinja.com/, or at, http://
amandaofhappiness.kinja.com/.

Freda Grant is a second-year WMS Graduate Student. A graduate of SCSU, Grant
earned a BA in Liberal
Studies with concentrations in Ethnic Studies and Psychology.
Grant’s research interest includes Hip Hop Feminism, Black Feminism,
the role of women within Black Liberation Organizations, and Hip Hop. Grant is a graduate intern in
the Women's Center, she works closely with the
SCSU community and provides educational programming on involving topics such as gendered
violence, to sexual assault, and body image. She is
also the proud mom to two future revolutionaries,
Sanai and Khalia.
Her thesis titled "Let Me Break It Down For You
Again: A Literature Analysis of Street Literature
Using Hip Hop Feminist Perspective,” focuses on
the impact Hip Hop, street literature, Black and
Hip Hop Feminism on the development of
Black womanhood. Hip Hop, Hip Hop Feminism
and Street Literature are popular forms of resistance used by Black women. In her research,
Grant traces the sexualization and discrimination
of Black women, defines both Black and Hip Hop
Feminism, and provides an analysis on the various
ways Hip Hop Feminism is applied through four
street literature texts written by Black women.
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“Self-Portrait:
Remembering Frida
Kahlo”
Written by Melanie Lozada
On October 30th,
the SAGE center, in
conjunction with the
Multicultural Affairs,
and the Women’s
Studies
Program,
organized an event
in honor of Frida
Kahlo, the Mexican
self-portrait artist.
The
atmospheric
event showcased a
variety
of
her
paintings (10 in
total) in a gallery
Frida Kahlo’s Self Portrait
setting, with the
titled, “The Broken Column” 1944
documentary “The
Life and Times of Frida Kahlo,” and Mexican music
playing in the background as well as taquitos and
quesadillas serving as a taste of Mexican cuisine. The
event served to honor Kahlo’s work with dialogue
amongst those who are inspired by her work.

“Know Your Rights,

Know Your Fights”

“The Pocketbook
Monologues”

Holiday Party: December 12th at 5pm

Written by Freda Grant
The SCSU Women's Center and Triota hosted “The Pocketbook Monologues” on Thursday, October 23rd, created in the similar fashion as "The Vagina Monologues."
"The Pocketbook Monologues” delves into the experiences of Black women and focuses on issues pertaining
to sexuality, sexual assault, intimate relationships, selfesteem, and domestic violence.
In addition to performing “The Pocketbook Monologues,” donations were collected for Girl Educational
Mentoring Services (GEMS), a non-profit organization
based in New York that assists primarily Black and Latino
victims of commercial sexual exploitation with transitioning back into life after sex trafficking. Julian Wilson,
of the Men's Initiative, provided information on the
White Ribbon Campaign, a national initiative that encourages men to speak out against domestic and sexual
violence against women.

“My Name is
Rachel Corrie”
With 120 people in attendance on Saturday, November
1st, the one-woman play about the American peace
activist Rachel Corrie, was a success. Rachel Corrie was
killed in Gaza in 2003, at the height of the Second Intifada while working with the International Solidarity Movement to prevent home demolitions. The production
stared Ashley Malloy and was directed by Josh Perlstein.

“Yoga and Social
Change”

Written by Madison Breuer
On Thursday, October 23rd the Women’s Studies
Program held a multidisciplinary panel on Title IX.
Participants included Dr. Heidi Lockwood of the SCSU
Philosophy Department, Cathy Chisty of the SCSU
Women’s Center and Madison Breuer, a student
activist at SCSU. The three women each detailed their
experiences with Title IX. Dr. Lockwood explained her
personal experiences and dedication to the fight for
justice for survivors, and Christy discussed students’
reporting options and safety resources on campus
and Breuer represented student activist struggles on
campus and in the nation.

Upcoming Events

As part of Social Justice Week at SCSU, and as the inaugural Women’s Wit and Wisdom Program, the Women’s
Center and the Women’s Studies invited Dr. Becky
Thompson, Simmons College, and Dr. Diane Harriford,
Vassar College, to discuss the relationship between
Yoga and Social Justice. The yogi’s examined the ways in
which women of color should practice yoga and had
students and faculty sharing their relationship with yoga.

Exploring Social Justice and Human Rights:
November 27th at 1pm, Engleman B 121 A

