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Shining Brightly

Barnard Scholars Show Prowess in Classroom and Community

NICOLE CASSIDY

Two are academically PerfecT, while
all four of Southern’s recipients of this year’s
Henry Barnard Distinguished Student Award
plan to enter the “helping professions” after
an impressive collegiate career.
A total of 12 students are chosen for the
award each year from the four Connecticut
State University campuses, including a quartet
from Southern. It is considered among the
university’s most prestigious awards. Criteria
include a 3.7 GPA and having demonstrated
significant participation in university and/or
community life.
Nicole Cassidy, who is majoring in elementary/special education and Spanish, has

CODY MCCLAVE

a GPA of 3.83. She plans to pursue a career
in either elementary or special education.
Cassidy has served as a representative-atlarge of the Student Government Association
(SGA) and a member of Colleges Against
Cancer – both for four years. She currently is
the SGA secretary. She was a senior orientation ambassador for two years and currently is
a First-Year Experience program peer mentor.
She is a four-year recipient of the Presidential Merit Scholarship and a member of
the Honors College. She also was selected to
“Who’s Who Among American College and
University Students” in 2010 and 2011.
“Nicole represents the very best that

SCSU has to offer,” says Michael Alfano,
chairman of the Special Education and Reading Department. “She is an exceptionally
bright and motivated individual who has
made a significant contribution to SCSU and
the greater community while in attendance.
Her well-rounded academic and civic accomplishments should serve as a role model for
other SCSU undergraduate students.”
Cody McClave, who is majoring in
mathematics, has a GPA of 3.83. He plans
to pursue a master’s degree in special education and seek a teaching job as a high school
math teacher.
McClave has served as a member of Col-

leges Against Cancer and the Future Teachers
Organization for the last three years – including a stint as treasurer of both organizations.
He also has been a tutor at the math help
center for the last year.
He is a member of the National Society
of Leadership and Success and Zeta Delta
Epsilon, a service honor society. He also has
been awarded the Colebrook Associates
Scholarship for four consecutive years.
“Cody has always been a leader in class,
while also receptive to other viewpoints,” says
Richard DeCesare, certification coordinator
for the Math Department. “He looks profesShining
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2012 Faculty Scholar
Reaches for the Sky

Queen of the Pool
a few dayS afTer reTurning To camPuS from Birmingham, Ala., site of this year’s NCAA Division II Swimming
and Diving Championships, Amanda Thomas stood in front
of a display in the lobby of Moore Fieldhouse. The array of
quotes, images and stories recognizes the historical achievements of the Southern Athletic Department, its coaches and
student-athletes.
The setting was fitting, given that the Oakville native had
recently completed a storied 4-year swimming career that
leaves her as one of the most decorated student-athletes
in school history. Among her accomplishments are 18 All-America titles and four
individual NCAA crowns. In addition, she
was just selected for the second consecutive
year as the Division II National Swimmer
of the Year.
“Coming into college, I never thought
that I would get half as many awards as I
have gotten,” Thomas says. “I (accomplished)
what I wanted, so I’m happy. But it’s sad that

ANNA WALTERS

ANGELA READ

it’s over. I’m going to try to find other things to do to compete.”
Tim Quill, coach of the men’s and women’s swimming
and diving teams, notes that Thomas's hard work during her
collegiate career played an integral role in her success.
“It was a phenomenal career,” he says. “If you think back
to where she started as a freshman, she obviously came in
with a lot of talent. But talent only takes you so far.
“Many student-athletes have a tendency not to want to
make the sacrifice that is needed to take it to the next level,”
Quill says. “But Amanda certainly made that sacrifice with
hard work, dedication and commitment. It’s
good to see the work pay off.”
And while collegiate sports teams often
point to a family atmosphere, in Amanda’s
case it was also literally the case. Her twin
sister, Ashley, competed for three years on
the squad and capped her own career by
qualifying for the NCAA Championships
in the 3-meter diving event.
In addition to her title in the 200-yard
individual medley, Amanda finished as the
runner-up in the 200-yard butterfly, third in
the 400-yard individual medley and sixth in
the 200-yard backstroke.
“I don’t think you see that very often – a
situation where twins or sisters are competing in the
same championship on the collegiate level. I think that’s
pretty special,” Quill says.
Thomas was named Division II National Swimmer
of the Year last year after placing among the top three
Pool
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amanda Thomas (left) and ashley Thomas are
interviewed by Channel 8 about their sisterhood
and common love of swimming.
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ellioTT horch, aSSociaTe ProfeSSor of PhySicS, is
proving to be one of the academic stars of the university.
He was recently presented with Southern’s Faculty
Scholar Award — given to a faculty member with a single
exceptional scholarly work that has appeared in a public
forum during the previous five years.
In Horch’s case, it was his invention of a Differential
Speckle Survey Instrument (DSSI) – a device that attaches
to a telescope to significantly enhance the clarity of the
images – that earned him the recognition. He was honored
during a ceremony on March 11 in the lobby of the Lyman
Center for the Performing Arts.
Horch has been a tremendous asset to the Southern
community, said interim Provost Marianne Kennedy, in
presenting the award. “He exemplifies what a teacherscholar is all about – someone who conducts outstanding
Scholar
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A Message from the President

President Mary A. Papazian

Dear Colleagues,
Recently, I have had the opportunity
through the news media to discuss Southern
and issues facing public higher education in
Connecticut. As you know, there is a great
deal of competition for limited state funding
in an economic climate that continues to be
challenging. I believe it is essential for us to talk
about what Southern has to offer the region and
the state, and why this university – and public
higher education in general – should be viewed
as a positive source of investment.
On WN PR radio, I spoke with John
Dankosky, host of “Where We Live,” about our
efforts to maintain accessibility and affordability
in the face of rising tuition costs and declining
state funding. We also discussed our new initiatives to enhance retention and graduation rates;
the expansion of our offerings in key areas of

president Mary papazian and interim provost Marianne Kennedy meet with Elliott
Horch (second from right), the 2012 recipient of the Faculty Scholar award, and rex
Gilliland, chairman of the award committee.

workforce demand, such as the sciences and
business and our complementary engagement
in both workforce development and providing
a liberal arts education. As I have said many
times, while we all recognize that workforce
development prepares our students for their
first jobs, it is a liberal education that prepares
them to face and accommodate the inevitable
change that is more and more often characterizing our world.
You can listen to the whole discussion on:
www.yourpublicmedia.org/ wnpr. Essentially,
I sought to portray Southern as a university
of opportunity, in step with both the state’s
economic needs and the individual needs of
our students.
I continued this theme in a shorter interview
on Fox 61 television’s Morning Show April 1,
and in a keynote speech that I recently delivered
at Business New Haven magazine’s Business and
Civic Awards. And I plan to meet with legislators in Hartford on a regular basis, to ensure that
Southern’s unique role in Connecticut higher
education is both understood and embraced.
As you know, this has been an extremely
busy time on campus, with multiple searches for
high-level positions running concurrently. Two
of those searches – for director of admissions
and vice president for student affairs – have
been successfully concluded. I anticipate an
announcement regarding the chief information officer shortly, and the searches for vice
president for institutional advancement and
dean of the School of Arts and Sciences are at
an advanced stage.
Our new admissions director, Alexis Haakonsen, started her new job April 2. Alexis has
more than 18 years experience in higher education, beginning her admissions career at The
College of Wooster in Ohio and serving as the
executive director and dean of graduate admissions at Sacred Heart University since 2002.
During her time at SHU, Alexis led effective

and innovative marketing and recruitment strategies aligned with the university’s mission and
strategic enrollment goals to recruit, enroll and
graduate a diverse and talented student body.
Tracy Tyree will join us July 15 as the
university’s new vice president for student
affairs. She will bring with her a track record
of commitment to student success, effective
senior administration and innovation in student
programming and support services.
Tracy’s most recent position in higher education was as associate vice president of student
affairs for five years at the University of South
Florida (USF), a public Research I institution
with about 48,000 students on its four campuses. Tracy worked primarily on the Tampa
campus, which has a diverse population of
40,000 undergraduate and graduate students.
In Tampa, she established an office supporting the transition of first-year and transfer
students, a center for leadership and civic
engagement, and a department serving the
unique needs of veteran students.
Before joining USF, Tracy served for four
years as the dean of student life at Susquehanna
University, a liberal arts college of about 1,900
undergraduates in central Pennsylvania. Before
that appointment, she was director of the FirstYear Experience and Academic Advising Center
at Mercer University, a comprehensive institution of more than 7,300 students, in Macon, Ga.
Tracy’s experience has given her a broad
perspective on the issues facing higher education, and I believe that she will be an excellent
advocate and mentor for our students.
Please take the opportunity to welcome
Alexis and Tracy personally to campus.
Sincerely,

Mary Papazian, Ph.D.
President

News from the Vice Presidents’ Offices
ACAdemiC AFFAirs
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Todd Kakrajsek, associate professor in the
School of Medicine at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill’s School of Medicine,
will be the keynote speaker May 13 and 14 at
this year’s Southern Teaching Academy.
Kakrajsek is also the immediate past executive director of that institution’s Center for
Faculty Excellence. He currently sits on two
education-related boards – ERI for Lenovo
Computer and TEI for Microsoft. He has written and presented many papers on the topic of
student learning, including workshops and conference addresses in 42 states and six countries.
His keynote is titled “Enhancing Student
Learning: Emerging Research and Innovative
Strategies.” The interactive session is designed to
provide evidence about how students learn, as
well as show methods to get students involved.
The program will run from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. both days in the Michael J. Adanti Student
Center Grand Ballroom. The Southern Teaching Academy is coordinated by the Office of
Faculty Development. The deadline to register
is May 6. For further information, please call
(203) 392-5358.

FinAnCe And AdminisTrATiOn

The groundbreaking for the Academic and
Laboratory Science Building, originally scheduled for April 5, has been postponed until the
beginning of the fall semester, Executive Vice
President James E. Blake has announced.
Blake said the delay in the awarding of the
contract for the new building is responsible
for the change. The groundbreaking has been
rescheduled for 1 p.m. Sept. 20.
“While there is a delay in the awarding of
the contract, we are still hopeful that actual
construction will be under way during the summer,” Blake said.
Plans call for a four-floor, 105,000-square-

foot building that will feature teaching and
research labs for physics, earth science, environmental science, molecular biology and
chemistry. It will include a supercomputing lab
for research in theoretical science, bioinformatics and computer science.
The CSU Center for Nanotechnology will
be located on the lower level of the building
and will be awash with natural daylight from
storied atriums. The building, with a brick and
glass exterior, also will house a pair of 50-seat
general purpose classrooms, as well as office
space and study/common areas.

insTiTuTiOnAL AdVAnCemenT

At press time, 1,210 donors had contributed
$71,000 for the fiscal year through Southern’s
student-conducted phonathons. Running from
March through May, the spring phonathon
focuses on Southern parents and is off to a
stellar start.
In related news, on Feb. 28 Southern celebrated its first TAG (Talking About Giving) Day,
emphasizing the importance of philanthropy
and giving students the opportunity to recognize
donors and others who have helped them along
the way. The lively event was held in Engleman
Hall, where informative “shopping tags” were
placed throughout the building.
Each tag highlighted information related to
student success — such as the average number of
hours students work, figures on financial aid, etc.
— and invited students to the rotunda, where
they were could complete a thank you note to
a donor and pose for a photo with the Owl.
Photos were then immediately e-mailed to the
students to be printed or posted on Facebook,
drawing more people to the event.
The “Lucky 13” Senior Giving campaign
was highlighted at an adjacent table as well,
with 13 students coincidently signing up at the
event. Each donated $20.13 in honor of their

class and received a senior T-shirt and pint glass.
They also will have their names included on a
recognition banner at commencement. To date,
200 members of the Class of 2013 have given
more than $5,280 to the Senior Giving program.

sTudenT And uniVersiTY AFFAirs

Following the December 2012 shootings
at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, many groups and individuals on campus
expressed a desire to reach out to the Newtown
community.
Peter Troiano, interim vice president for
student and university affairs, said that his office
and several others heard from people who
wanted to help the families of Newtown. In
response, Troiano and other members of the
student affairs staff started a Sandy Hook Task
Force at the beginning of the spring semester
to discuss possible projects. Rosalyn Amenta of
the Office of the Dean of Students has been
holding regular meetings with the task force.
She reported that the group has begun a few
initiatives and is planning more. For instance,
a group of SCSU student volunteers are currently assisting with the afterschool program
at Sandy Hook. Amenta said that Sandy Hook
second and fourth graders are now preparing a
memorial garden at the school site, where they
will plant flowers they have grown from seeds.
With the support of the SCSU freshman
class funds and volunteer labor, Molly Shea,
president of the freshman class, would like a
similar flower bed, dedicated to the Sandy Hook
victims, installed on Southern’s campus, near the
community garden behind Davis Hall. A plaque
with the names of the victims who were affiliated with Southern would be installed, along
with two or three benches. Amenta said these
plans are pending approval from the administration and are among others under consideration.

Predicting Student Success
help students weigh
their options when
considering a degree
program. The system
uses data, particularly student grades,
to predict whether
someone is likely to
succeed in various
majors and courses.
The university is
using the model as
Frank LaDore, interim director of academic advisement, offers his
part of an effort to
insight to a student during an academic counseling session.
boost its graduation
rate, as well as the various retention rates.
Southern’s academic advisers typically
“This model has a good track record in
provide students with the benefit of their
terms of projecting whether a student will do
knowledge and experience when guiding
well or have a difficult time in a specific class
them into and through a degree program.
or degree program,” says Richard Riccardi,
But soon, they will be able to “look into the
director of Southern’s Office of Management
future” and offer them statistical-based eviInformation and Research.
dence as to whether they will likely succeed
“That’s not to say the results will be
in a specific major.
perfect, or that a student cannot make up
The university will use a predictive
his or her own mind whether to pursue a
analytics system, developed by the Educaparticular degree program. But the analysis
tion Advisory Board in Washington, to

has proven to be accurate a very high percentage of the time.”
As an example, if a student has gotten
C’s in his or her math classes, the chances
for success as a business management major
are slim, Riccardi says. “The new program
will enable an adviser – who might already
be skeptical that a student would succeed in
a business management program – to point
out the hard data to the student, as well as
offer some alternative majors in which they
are likely to be more successful.
The hope is that students will learn at
an earlier stage in their academic careers
whether a particular program is a good choice
for them, Riccardi says: “ If it is not, switching
to another major could very well make the
difference between completing a program
and graduating, or not. Or, it can make the
difference in whether someone graduates
within six years.”
Kimberly Crone, associate vice president
for academic student affairs, says she is
optimistic that the tool can begin to be used
for the 2014-15 academic year. “We have to

submit 10 years of data before the system
will be operational,” she says. “But once that
information is plugged in, this program will
be a real benefit to our students.”
The system also can be used to determine
the level of difficulty a student is likely to have
in a course. Riccardi notes that sometimes an
adviser might not be aware that poor grades
in some courses predict a lack of success in
an entirely different area. He said this program takes much of the guess work out of
the equation.
“In some ways, this system is like ‘Netflix
on steroids,’" Riccardi says. “After data is
obtained, Netflix can pretty accurately predict
whether you might like a particular movie
based on what you have watched previously.
It’s somewhat similar with this program in
terms of predicting success in courses and
majors.”
Riccardi adds that the “human element”
remains important, noting that there might be
a legitimate reason why a student didn’t do
well in certain courses that doesn’t reflect on
their aptitude.

:

School of Business Brings Home the Gold
T he new S chool of B usiness has
received LEED Gold certification, only the
second building in the state to receive this
recognition of “green” construction.
LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) is a program providing
third-party verification of green buildings. Its
rating system offers four certification levels for
new construction -- Certified, Silver, Gold and
Platinum -- that correspond to the number of
credits accrued in five green design categories:
sustainable sites, water efficiency, energy and
atmosphere, materials and resources and
indoor environmental quality.
Buildings in the LEED rating system earn
points toward levels of certification depending
on how many green features are included in
the building’s design and construction. Buildings must be rated by an independent rater
certified by the U. S. Green Building Council
(USGBC).
“Achieving Gold certification for this new
building is a significant achievement,” says
Robert Sheeley, associate vice president for
capital budgeting and facilities operations.
“To be only the second building in the state
to attain this status is great, but even better
is what it means for Southern’s efforts at

becoming a greener campus.”
Sheeley, along with Executive Vice
President James Blake, co-chairs the university’s Sustainability Committee, which works
toward the goal of making the university
carbon-neutral by 2050, as dictated by its
participation in the American College &
University Presidents’ Climate Commitment.
Since January 2009, all construction
projects in Connecticut, both public and
private, in excess of $5 million have been
required to meet green building standards.
All renovation projects costing more than
$2 million have had to meet the standards
since 2010. The USBGC provides guidelines
for green building design, construction,
operations and maintenance on its website:
new.usgbc.org/leed
The School of Business project involved
the complete renovation of the former
Student Center. The university chose Nosal
Builders as the general contractor and Tecton
Architects as the project architect, combined
with CES Engineers at the initiation of the
project.
The 22,000-square-foot structure was
revamped to address the programmatic needs
of the School of Business while incorporating

The new School of Business building boasts
green construction and a streamlined design
both inside and out.

sustainable practices and materials and using
alternative energy solutions. A target project
budget of $7 million was established, with an
overall project schedule of three years from
design to occupancy.
The existing three-story building was
built in 1959 and originally contained dor-

mitory rooms, bathrooms, common areas
and a student activity center. The building’s
exterior and interior were renovated and all
new mechanical, electrical and plumbing
systems installed. The entire project team
dedicated its efforts toward achieving LEED
certification.

:

SouthernBrief ly
Alexis Haakonsen has joined the Southern community
as the university’s new director of admissions. Haakonsen assumed her new role on April 2. With more
than 18 years’ experience in higher education, Haakonsen began her admissions career at The College of
Wooster in Ohio and has served as the executive director and dean of graduate admissions at Sacred Heart
University since 2002. During her time at SHU, Haakonsen led marketing and recruitment strategies aligned
with the university’s mission and strategic enrollment
goals to recruit, enroll and graduate a diverse and talented student body. She holds an M.A. in learning from
Sacred Heart University and a B.A. in English from The
College of Wooster.
There will be an open reading of Eve Ensler’s “Vagina
Monologues” on April 9 from 7:30-9:30 p.m. in the
Adanti Student Center Theater. Annual performances of
the monologues are held around the world as part of VDay, a global activist movement to end violence against
women and girls. Sign up at the door for a monologue to
read in this informal event. Those who choose not to read
are also invited to attend. Participants are asked to wear
black outfits with red accessories. Sponsored by the Women’s Studies Program and the Women’s Center. Contact
Jackie Martone at martonej3@owls.southernct.edu with

questions about this event. For more information about
“The Vagina Monologues,” visit www.vday.org.
The Center for Career Services will hold its annual
Spring Career Fair on April 10 from 1:00-4:30 p.m.
in the Adanti Student Center Ballroom. All SCSU undergraduate and graduate students, as well as alumni, are
welcome to attend. Undergraduates from other accredited colleges and universities are also encouraged to participate. Close to 100 Connecticut, regional and national
employers will be present to recruit students and alumni
for full-time, part-time, summer and co-op opportunities.
This is an excellent opportunity to apply for jobs, network
and practice job search skills. Business attire is required,
and attendees are reminded to bring copies of a current
resume. For more information visit SouthernCT.edu/
careerservices/students/careerfair/ or call Career
Services at (203) 392-6536.
The fourth annual SCSU Film Festival (SCUFF) will be
held on April 29 at 7 p.m. in the Adanti Student Center
Theater. Submissions are invited through April 20. The
categories include: Narrative, Documentary, Experimental and Other (music video or animation, for example).
This year a new category, Community, has been introduced. This category opens the festival to the general

public. There will be a group of judges and prizes for
each category’s best film. Graduate students and films entered under the “Community” category are not eligible
for the Best In Show prize. Submission forms are available
in Room 235 of the Adanti Student Center and the Video Production Facility in Earl Hall, Room 122. For more
information, visit facebook.com/SCSUTV or contact
Thomas Frenette at frenettet1@southernct.edu or (860)
417-8677.
For the fifth year in a row, the Southern field hockey
team has been recognized with National Academic
Team honors from the National Field Hockey Coaches
Association. The National Academic Team Award recognizes those teams that achieved a minimum GPA of 3.0
during the first semester of the 2012-13 academic year.
In addition, seven members of the field hockey team
have been named to the National Field Hockey Coaches
Association’s National Academic Squad. The National
Academic Squad program recognizes those collegiate
student-athletes who have achieved a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.3 through the first semester of the 2012-13
academic year. The seven student-athletes are: Sarah Cebry, Laurie Cockerline, Paige Donlin, Erica Fisher, Marisa
McCann, Bailey McGinnis and Cathlyn Pistolas.
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A Smile
Can Save
a Child’s Life
palate, or both. If left untreated,
these conditions can cause serious medical complications, such
as malnutrition, as a result of the
difficulty in feeding that the birth
defect causes.
The goal of the organization
is two-fold – to increase awareness of the cleft lip and palate
problem in the Third World and
to raise money for the surgeries.
Each surgery costs about $240.
“It’s a small price to pay to change
someone’s life,” Mabry says.
Mabry notes that in the
Congo, there is a stigma against
Kelly Mabry occupies a young girl — who had had lip surgery the day before —
 while
facial and bodily deformities due
the girl's older brother is in surgery.
to cultural or religious ideologies.
As a result, a cleft lip – which is
clearly visible – is often repaired. But the palate – which is
While on a week-long volunteer mission in the
not seen by others – is left unrepaired. The lip surgery preCongo two years ago, Kelly Mabry was struck by the lack
vents the children from living in virtual isolation because of
of essential medical supplies and facilities for young children.
the stigma. Nevertheless, a cleft palate is a medical condition
There was no natal intensive care unit (NICU), nor any
that should also be treated.
specialized feeding equipment. In fact, there was not even
Mabry’s passion for craniofacial disorders sparked her
a shared language between herself and the family of Dekedesire to pursue a Ph.D. in communication disorders, which
bele — a 2-week-old infant dying from malnutrition because
she earned in 2002 from the University of Connecticut.
he was born with a bilateral cleft lip and palate. But with
She has served as a speech pathologist on craniofacial teams
some help from Mabry — an expert on craniofacial disorders
since 1988 and is currently a member of the Connecticut
who screened patients before and after surgery — Dekebele
Children’s Medical Center Craniofacial team in Hartford.
successfully underwent a life-changing surgical procedure.

:

“When I first met Dekebele his survival was dubious,” Mabry
wrote in her journal. “This one baby became my mission
within a mission and I was determined to see him succeed. “
Mabry, who began teaching at Southern last fall as an
assistant professor of communication disorders, served as a
medical volunteer in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
in June 2011 as part of Operation Smile. The international
children’s medical charity provides reconstructive surgery on
children who have facial deformities, such as cleft lip and
palate, in developing countries.
Now, she wants to share with the Southern campus
community that same sense of fulfillment she gained from
helping others. She has created an Operation Smile Club on
campus that seeks to help others in the Third World with
similar health problems.
“I want students to be able to say: We made a difference!
We changed the lives of 30 kids,” she says. “I believe that
Southern’s Operation Smile Club can create a snowball effect
of service, global awareness and a growing appreciation of
other cultures.”
Mabry believes Southern is only the second school in
Connecticut to have an Operation Smile club on campus.
The need for support is great, Mabry says. In the Congo,
she was devastated when she saw that about 40 percent
of the children were turned away from surgery because of
malnourishment, a condition that greatly increases the risk
of surgical complications. Babies with cleft palates cannot
breastfeed properly, Mabry says, which relegates them to
diets of sugar water and insufficient nutritional supplements.
As a result, she felt called to teach mothers how to feed their
babies and decided to create a workshop on these feeding
techniques. Throughout her week-long mission, she led
nearly three dozen workshop sessions.
Operation Smile’s website describes a cleft as an opening
in the lip, the roof of the mouth or the soft tissue in the back
of the mouth. A cleft palate occurs when the two sides of
a palate do not join together, resulting in an opening in the
roof of the mouth. A child can suffer from a cleft lip or cleft
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Above right: This young boy is up and moving
a day after lip repair surgery the day before.
Right: Two-week-old Dekebele receives nutrition
through a tube prior to surgery.
Below: Mothers wait for their babies to have
lip repair surgery.

SouthernProfiles
True Forgiveness Needs No Apology
To err iS human. But when it comes to forgiveness being
divine, Steve Larocco parts ways a bit with the well-known
18th century English poet Alexander Pope.
It can be divine if granted in its purest form – an
unconditional, unilateral forgiveness, says Larocco, professor of English. But in contemporary society, forgiveness is
often associated with the quid pro quo of an apology. “I’m
sorry,” says the transgressor. The aggrieved often replies
with a “That’s okay.” And while the victim can show class
by accepting the apology – and, in fact, it may be the right
thing to do – the mere exchange of an apology might
muddy the waters between true forgiveness and justice.
“Forgiveness is a very complicated, conflicted phenomenon,” says Larocco, who has been researching the subject
for a book he plans to write and has presented papers on
the topic for Inter-disciplinary.net at Oxford University.
“I’ve been trying to find out what forgiveness really is
vs. what it ought to be,” he says.
Larocco says that justice involves some type of redress
for wrongdoing. In that way, an apology is a form of redress.
“If an individual forgives a person before an apology is
made, that is more in line with true forgiveness. If it’s only
done after an apology, that’s more of a form of justice.”
In Christianity, the concept of forgiveness is more like
a free gift, according to Larocco.
He says there is considerable debate within academic
circles about whether a socially performed act (e.g., acceptance of an apology) constitutes forgiveness, or whether
forgiving someone is more of an emotional change of
heart, such as the subsiding of resentment. “You can tell
someone or in front of people that you forgive someone,
but chances are there is still some lingering resentment
toward the person,” Larocco says. “On the other hand, it
can be extremely difficult to change your internal, emotional
state to the point where you completely forgive someone.”

Sometimes, a public act of forgiveness can be a symbolic
act of violence, according to Larocco. “If you tell someone
that you forgive them for something, and that person
doesn’t believe they offended you, it can create some ill
feelings,” he says. “That kind of comment imputes guilt.”
Larocco also says there is a dilemma and debate about
whether forgiveness requires one to forget about an incident in which they were aggrieved – the so-called “forgive
and forget” proposition – or whether true forgiveness
requires a person to remember the transgression and forgive anyway. Interestingly,
the quote from Shakespeare
is actually “to forget and
forgive,” he says.
Although acts of forgiveness occasionally stem
from profound transgressions, most are generated
from banal acts, Larocco
says. “In everyday life,
people say or do things
that can mildly offend
someone else. In many
cases, the transgressor isn’t
even aware that they may
have irked someone. These
everyday, minor offenses
are often quickly passed
off by the person offended.
Most people don’t even
bring them up.”
Larocco has concluded
that he comes down on the
side of the “free gift” being
the true form of forgiveness.

“There is an implied recognition in this type of forgiveness
that there is an ‘offensiveness’ in all of us,” he says. “None
of us are perfect.” He adds that justice – such as when
there is a verbal exchange of apology and acceptance –
can’t redress the disorder of social life.

:

Steve larocco, below, professor of English, is exploring the
various types of forgiveness that are present in society. He
plans to pen a book on the subject.

Chemistry Connects with Students, State Workforce
The chemiSTry deParTmenT haS develoPed a couPle

Two new initiatives
are being launched
by the Chemistry
Department with the
hope of improving
students’ marketability
in the workforce.

of new formulaS deSigned To BolSTer STudenT
SucceSS in The workforce.

The department will launch its new accelerated B.S./M.S.
degree program in the fall. Commonly referred to as the
“Four plus One” program, it will allow students to earn both
a bachelor’s and a master’s degree in five years. Typically, it
would take a student six years (four years for the bachelor’s
and two years for the master’s).
Students can apply for acceptance into the program after
their junior year as an undergraduate. If accepted, they will
be required to conduct two years of research, eventually
leading to their master’s degree thesis. They also take two
graduate-level courses in their senior year. A total of 18
credits are needed in their final year in the program.
“Two of the biggest advantages of this program are that
students can enter the workforce a year earlier than normal,
which also reduces the cost of their education, and they are
involved in significant research that will bolster their resumes
when they apply for a job,” says Andrew Karatjas, assistant
professor of chemistry and program coordinator.
“The research will be conducted alongside a full-time
faculty member, where students will learn advanced techniques not ordinarily taught,” he says. “These techniques
include training in current instrumentation. They will gain
valuable skills that are highly coveted by graduate programs,
medical programs and potential employers.”
The program is designed for undergraduate chemistry
majors and acceptance requires a minimum 3.0 GPA,
according to Karatjas. Students also must maintain at least
a 3.0.
“There are only a few ‘Four Plus One’ programs in
Connecticut right now,” says Karatjas, who points to Yale
and Wesleyan universities as among the few offering them.
Meanwhile, the Chemistry Department also is starting
a professional science track within the current Master of

Science degree program. The track is designed for students
who seek advanced training in both chemistry and business.
The 36-credit curriculum is divided equally between credits
in chemistry and business administration.
“This program is intended to help students who are in the
chemistry field and wish to pursue a managerial position,”
says Karatjas, who also serves as program coordinator for
the professional science track.
Among the benefits are the development of analytical
and critical thinking skills needed when interpreting data,
and improving communication skills for the dissemination
of chemical information to colleagues and the public. It is
intended primarily for students seeking a career in the sci-

ences in business, government or non-profit organizations.
The new graduate-level chemistry track follows the
creation of an M.S. in applied physics program, which also
includes a curriculum that combines science and business
courses. That program, which began last semester, has two
focus areas – materials science/nanotechnology and optics/
optical instrumentation.
Both are part of a university effort to enhance students’
marketability upon graduation and to meet Connecticut’s
changing workforce needs for the years ahead.
Anyone seeking additional information about either
program can contact Karatjas at (203) 392-6271 or at
karatjasa2@southernct.edu.

:
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Ruggers Prep Students for SATs
When you think of rugby, you probably

envision a full-contact sport with competing
teams engaging in a ferocious battle for possession and field position. And often it is. But for
two Southern alumni, the sport serendipitously
helped unite them with a Yale graduate to
develop a company specializing in SAT/ACT
preparation. The company – known as Bulldog
Tutors – is reaching out to students at Hillhouse
High School and offering free prep classes for
those taking the college-bound exams.
Andrew Marullo and Dan Rosa, who
were classmates at Greenwich High School,
would later become co-captains of Southern’s rugby team while attending the
university. They graduated in 2010, both
with a bachelor’s degree in exercise science.
Rosa returned to Southern and received his
master’s degree in special education in 2012.
Currently, Marullo is pursuing a master’s
degree in physical education and working
on campus as a graduate assistant in the
First-Year Experience Office.
“Rugby has taught us intrinsic values:
dedication, teamwork, leadership and respect,”
Rosa says.
The duo continued their passion for rugby

after graduation by joining the New Haven
Old Black Rugby team. In turn, this led to them
meeting Mike Newcomer, a Yale graduate and
founder of Bulldog Tutors, through connections on the team.
Rosa was invited by Newcomer to serve
as the manager of Bulldog Tutors and to use
his experience as a special education teacher
to create the reading and writing curriculum.
Later, Marullo was hired as the business
developer. Now they work together for the
company that was launched last June.
Marullo and Rosa grew up in a community
renowned for its affluence and where students
routinely had the opportunity to take SAT prep
courses. But during their years at Southern,
which included community service and tutoring volunteer work, they learned that many
New Haven students could not afford such
preparatory classes.
As a way to help close that education
opportunity gap, Bulldog Tutors began last
month offering free SAT/ACT prep tutoring
to Hillhouse students.
Marullo says some tutoring companies can
become so focused on profit that they forget
about the people who really need the services

A Friend in ‘Ruff’ Times

Andrew Marullo (left) and Dan Rosa, both Southern alumni, are offering assistance to
Hillhouse High School students who are preparing for the SATs and ACTs.

their company offers.
“New Haven has become my home,” he
says. “I want to live here and do everything
that I can to help my community.”
Bulldog Tutors brought on a group of five
college student volunteers to work with 20
Hillhouse students who opted for the SAT/
ACT prep. The six-week course spends half
of its time devoted to the SATs and half to

the ACTs.
“We found that the students had no idea
of the grading criteria…their eyes were wide
open,” Rosa says. “After the first session, five
students continued to ask questions after that
day’s session was over.”
Rosa and Marullo credit James Rauschenbach, assistant professor of exercise science,
with kindling their love of teaching.

get it, so it was a shock.”
The short-term future for Thomas
includes completion of her classes towards
a bachelor’s degree in exercise science. Athletically, triathlons could be a new outlet to
fuel her competitive fire. A career in coaching could wind up as part of her long-term
plans.

Horch says that he was encouraged to
apply for the award by James Dolan, professor of physics and the department’s former
chairman.
“In the far future, after a space probe with
Earth reaches a planet orbiting a distant star
and a scholar writes a history of how Earthlings reached beyond the solar system, an
early chapter will be called Kepler,” Dolan
says. “And among the scientists in the long
list of references will appear the name E.
Horch.”
Horch says he appreciates Dolan’s continual support and is grateful to the awards
committee. “I think there’s a lot of interesting research and creative activity going on at
Southern – much more than many people in
the statewide community probably realize –
so it’s an honor to be selected.”
The Faculty Scholar Award is the latest
in a string of honors Horch has received
for his invention. In 2009, he was the Platinum Recipient for the Connecticut Quality
Improvement Award Innovation Prize. And
two years later, he earned the Norton Mezvinsky Trustees Research Award from what
was then known as the Connecticut State
University System.
His DSSI will be available this summer for
users of the 8-meter telescope at the Gemini
Observatory in Hawaii.

:

Scholar

Students participate in a “pet therapy” program that is designed to ‘de-stress’
students during mid-term and final exam weeks. The dogs are brought into a
residence hall and are a big hit with students. The program is organized by
the Office of University Counseling Services.

Shining

continued from page
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sional and acts professionally in every sense
of the word, from the way he addresses his
classmates and instructors, to the way he
conducts himself in and out of class. He will
make an excellent teacher.”
Angela Read, who is majoring in nursing, has a GPA of 4.0. She plans to become
an oncology nurse and eventually return
to school to become an advanced practice
registered nurse (APRN).
Read is a member of the Student Nurses
Association, Zeta Delta Epsilon and the Sigma
Theta Tau International Honor Society of Nursing. She is also a member of the American
Cancer Society and created an annual family
fundraiser in honor of her deceased mother
to raise money for organizations that support
people who have cancer.
She has been awarded a variety of scholarships, including Southern’s AAUP Memorial
Scholarship and the Alumni Association 75th
Anniversary Endowed Scholarship.
“She is one of the most intellectually gifted,
mature, organized students I have had the
opportunity to teach and mentor,” says Bernadette Madara, professor of nursing. “Angela
stands out as an exceptional student who is
conscientious and who consistently displays an
enthusiasm for learning and a quest for knowledge. Rather than calling attention to herself
or being self-focused, Angela quietly devotes
her free time to helping the less fortunate.”
Anna Walters, who is majoring in social
work, has a GPA of 4.0. She plans to pursue
a master’s degree in social work and would
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like someday to work with veterans and their
families.
Walters is a member of the League of
Extraordinary Veterans Club, which assists
with fundraising for the Wounded Warrior
Project. She has interned at Continuum
of Care, a New Haven-based, non-profit
organization that operates group homes and
supported living programs. She has been a
member of the Beta Rho, Southern’s chapter
of the National Social Work Honor Society.
She served as a sergeant in the U.S. Army
from 1998 to 2005, where she earned several awards, including the Global War on
Terrorism Expeditionary Medal and National
Defense Service Medal. Walters served in
the U.S. Army Reserve from 2005 to 2008.
“Anna is one of the most talented and
proficient students we have had in the Social
Work program,” says Todd Rufuth, chairman
of the Social Work Department. “She possesses
the unusual ability to effectively work on multiple levels of any project: from individual and
group work, to program implementation and
research. She leads with a strong presence and
energy that engages clients and other students
in their own change efforts.”

continued from page

1.

research while excelling in the classroom as
an educator.”
Horch developed the device after securing
a $352,000 grant from the National Science
Foundation. The project was completed in
2008 and sent to the Kitt Peak National
Observatory in Tucson, Ariz. The primary
intent was to study binary stars in an attempt
to find out more about the origins of our own
solar system. And while the DSSI is used
for that purpose, it recently was selected for
use by NASA’s Kepler Mission – a project
in which astronomers are looking for lifebearing, Earth-like planets in the Milky Way
Galaxy.
Steve Howell, deputy project scientist
for the Kepler mission, has been enthusiastic
about Horch’s device since he first saw it in
2008. He referred to it in a newsletter as “one
of the little-known but most impressive instruments at the WIYN Observatory at Kitt Peak.”

:

:

A Run to Remember

:

Pool

continued from page

1.

finishers in four events, including a pair of
individual victories. Her efforts this year
earned her a repeat selection as voted on
by the coaches.
“It (the award) means a lot to me, says
Thomas, noting that it was the coaches who
chose her. “I didn’t think that I was going to

Faculty members and students from Southern’s Psychology Department show off their
running numbers at the recent Sandy Hook Run for the Families 5k. The road race
served as a fundraiser to assist the families of the victims of the mass shooting at the
Sandy Hook Elementary School. The representatives of the Psychology Department
competed as a team.
Contributed Photo/Jessica Suckle-Nelson

SouthernCalendar
APR 28 • HONORS CONVOCATION Processional
assembly in Engleman Hall: 1 p.m. Honors
Convocation in Lyman Center: 2 p.m.
(203) 392-5350.
MAY 5 • THERESA CAPUTO LIVE! Caputo,
psychic medium and star of the hit TLC
show, “Long Island Medium,” will appear
live at Lyman Center, giving interactive
readings to audience members and sharing
personal stories about her life and her
unique gifts. All proceeds benefit the SCSU
women’s gymnastics program. 3 p.m.

Career Services
For information about any of these
events, call (203) 392-6536 or visit
Careers.SouthernCT.edu.
APR 17 • RESUMANIA Engleman Rotunda.
12-2 p.m.
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D
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Dates to Remember
MAY 2 • Make-up/reading day
MAY 3-9 • Final exams
MAY 16 • Graduate Commencement
MAY 17 • Undergraduate Commencement

Film

APR 15 • “THE INVISIBLE WAR” This film
screening is part of a campaign to show
survivors of military sexual trauma that
they are not invisible and encourage the
greater population to hold the U.S military
accountable for creating policies that
protect and prevent against sexual violence.
Adanti Student Center 309. 1-2 p.m. (203)
392-6946.

Lectures
APR 11 • VISITING ARTIST LECTURE SERIES
Award-winning artist Susanna Coffey
creates deeply personalized visions of the
human condition. Earl Hall 211. 1-2:30 p.m.
(203) 392-6709.
APR 19 • BIOLOGY DEPARTMENT SEMINAR
SERIES Michael Boller from St. John Fisher
College will give a talk titled “Biomechanics
of Aquatic Organisms, Ecology of Life in
Moving Water.” Jennings 127. 1:30-2:30
p.m. (203) 392-6216.
APR 24 • BIOLOGY DEPARTMENT SEMINAR
SERIES William LaRochelle from Roche
Sequencing Solutions will give a talk
titled “From De Novo Human Reference
Genome Assembly to Clinical Investigation:
Excellent Adventures in Next Generation
Sequencing.” Morrill 108. 1-2 p.m. (203)
392-6219.
MAY 3 • FUSCO DISTINGUISHED LECTURE:
ALAN ALDA Best known for his portrayal as
Hawkeye Pierce on the landmark TV series
“M•A•S•H,” actor Alda is also a writer,
science advocate, author, and director.
Lyman Center. 7 p.m.

UT
O
D
SOL

Music & Dance
APR 12 • BRIAN CULBERTSON JAZZ R&B/jazz
musician Culbertson invites you to fall
deep into a lush world of musical fantasy
with a concert featuring his breathtaking
13th album, “Dreams.” Lyman Center. 8-10
p.m. For tickets go to:
Tickets.SouthernCT.edu.

Open House
APR 20 • GRADUATE SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
Meet with graduate faculty in more than
40 areas of study in education, business,
health and human services, and the arts
and sciences, and get information on
financial aid, graduate assistantships and
more. Adanti Student Center Ballroom.
9 a.m.-1 p.m. (203) 392-5240.

Potpourri
APR 11 • TECH TABLES Love teaching with
technology? Join faculty for collegiality and
resource sharing in an informal setting.
Bring lunch or buy at Conn Hall. Faculty
Dining Room. 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. (203)
392-5358.

APR 14 • GARRISON KEILLOR At 70, the
“Prairie Home Companion” host relives
the good times and the music that brings
it all back: hymns, jingles, blues and
rousers to name a few. With special guests
Richard Dworsky, Rob Fisher and Christine
DiGiallonardo. Lyman Center. 7:30-10 p.m.
For tickets go to Tickets.SouthernCT.edu
APR 16 • A MINDFUL JOURNEY STEP 6: NEW
REALITIES Your personal life story is yours to
write, to command. Learn to explore old
patterns and change them to discover and
nurture a brand new, healthier vision for
the “you” you want to become. Farnham
Hall Program Space. 7-8:30 p.m. (203)
392-5475.
APR 17 • TAKE BACK THE NIGHT Women and
men are invited to unite against sexual
assault and violence against women, men
and children. The march starts in the
Student Center Ballroom. 7 p.m. (203)
392-6946.

Readings • Fiction & Poetry
APR 23 • FICTION AND POETRY READING
Elise Blackwell, author of “Hunger,” “The
Unnatural History of Cypress Parish,”
“Grub” and “An Unfinished Score,” and
poet Randall Horton, author of “The Lingua
Franca of Ninth Street” and “The Definition
of Place.” Engleman Hall English Common
Room. 8 p.m. (203) 392-6745.

Theater
APR 23-28 • SHAKESPEARE’S “JULIUS CAESAR”
Presented by the Theatre Department
and Crescent Players. Guest directed by
Raphael Massie. Kendall Drama Lab,
Lyman Center. April 23-27, 8 p.m.; April
28, 5 p.m. Tickets: $10 general public; $5
faculty/staff. (203) 392-6154.

Sports

APR 19 •COMIC JIM BREUER WITH SPECIAL
GUEST Well known for his years on
“Saturday Night Live” and his role in the
cult classic film “Half Baked,” Breuer will
have laughs for everyone as he provides
material from his latest one-hour comedy
special, “Mid-Life Madness.” Lyman
Center. 8-10 p.m. For tickets go to: Tickets.
SouthernCT.edu
APR 22 • EARTH DAY YOGA EVENT Wear comfy
clothes. Bring a yoga mat and water. Free
yoga mats will be distributed to the first
15 participants! Suggested donation $1.
Proceeds to go to the Fellowship House in
New Haven. Academic Quad outside of
Earl Hall and the Student Center. 11-12:30
p.m. (203) 392-5475.
APR 23 • A MINDFUL JOURNEY STEP 7: A
PERSONAL STRATEGY We all deserve to be
happy, but happiness is something we have
to work for. In the final step of the “Building
a Better You Programming Series” students
will develop a clear plan for practicing lifelong mindfulness. Farnham Hall Program
Space. 7-8:30 p.m. (203) 392-5475.
APR 25 • COMIC CHRIS D’ELIA Recently named
one of Variety’s “Top 10 Comics to Watch,”
D’Elia currently stars in NBC’s “Whitney”
opposite Whitney Cummings. Lyman
Center. 8-10 p.m. For tickets go to: Tickets.
SouthernCT.edu
APR 25 • LGBTQI FACULTY Faculty and staff
are invited for good conversation and
collegiality. Bring a snack or beverage to
share for potluck. The alliance promotes the
inclusion and well-being of our LGBTQI
faculty and staff and their allies. Adanti
Student Center 309. 4:30-6 p.m. (203)
392-5358.

MEN’S BASEBALL
APR 12 • College of Saint Rose. 3:30 p.m.
APR 13 • College of Saint Rose. 12 p.m. and
3 p.m.
APR 16 • University of New Haven. 3:30 p.m.
APR 20 • Le Moyne College. Syracuse, N.Y.
12 p.m. and 3 p.m.
APR 21 • Le Moyne College. Syracuse, N.Y.
1 p.m.
APR 24 • Adelphi University. Garden City,
N.Y. 3:30 p.m.
APR 26 • American International College.
3:30 p.m.
APR 27 • American International College. 12
p.m. and 3 p.m.
APR 30 • University of New Haven. West
Haven. 3:30 p.m.
MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD
APR 12-13 • Metropolitan Championships.
Mahwah, N.J. 9 a.m.
APR 20 • UConn Classic. Storrs, Conn. 9 a.m.
APR 28 • Yale Springtime Invitational. 9 a.m.
WOMEN’S TRACK AND FIELD
APR 12 • Metropolitan Championship. New
Brunswick, N.J. 9 a.m.
APR 13• Metropolitan Championship. New
Brunswick, N.J. 9 a.m.
APR 19 • Larry Ellis Invite. Princeton, N.J. 12
p.m.
APR 20 • Larry Ellis Invite. Princeton, N.J. 9
a.m.
APR 28 • Yale Springtime Invitational. 9 a.m.

laugh along with Chris D'Elia at
lyman april 25.

WHAT’S OPEN WHEN
ALUMNI RELATIONS OFFICE
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Wintergreen 1 44,
(203) 392-6500.
BOOKSTORE
Adanti Student Center, street level. Call (203)
392-5270 for hours.
BULEY LIBRARY
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.-11 p.m.; Fri. 8 a.m.-4:30
p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. 1-9 p.m.
COMPUTER LABS
Adanti Student Center 202: Mon.-Fri. 7
a.m.-11 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun. 2-10 p.m.
Buley Library 409 & 410: open with building
Jennings Hall 130: open with building
RECREATIONAL
Recreation times and open swims may be preempted by athletic events.
Moore Fieldhouse:
Mon.-Fri. 6:30-9:15 p.m.
Pelz Pool: Mon.-Thurs. 6:30-9:15 p.m.
FOOD SERVICE
Conn Hall: Mon.-Sun. 7 a.m.-midnight.
Bagel Wagon: Mon.-Thurs. 7:30 a.m.-8 p.m.;
Fri. 7:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Sat. & Sun. closed.
North Campus: Sun.-Thurs. 3-10 p.m.; Fri. &
Sat. closed.
Davis Hall Kiosk: Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.-8 p.m.;
Fri. 8 a.m.-2 p.m.; Sat. & Sun. closed.
STUDENT CENTER
Building: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-11 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.5:30 p.m., Sun. 2-10 p.m.
Dunkin’ Donuts: Mon.-Thurs. 7 a.m.-8 p.m.,
Fri. 7 a.m.-7 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-3 p.m., Sun.
closed.
Food Court: Mon.-Thurs. 7:30 a.m.-8 p.m., Fri.
10:30 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. and Sun. closed.
Fitness Center: Mon.-Thurs. 7 a.m.-10 p.m.,
Fri. 7 a.m.-8 p.m., Sat. 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m., Sun.
2-7 p.m.
GRANOFF HEALTH CENTER
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
LYMAN CENTER BOX OFFICE
Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. (when the university is
open). Box office: (203) 392-6154.

Jazz man Brian Culbertson sweeps
away lyman Center april 12.

WOMEN’S LACROSSE
APR 14 • Mercy College. 1 p.m.
APR 17 • American International College.
Springfield, Mass. 7 p.m.
APR 20 • Merrimack College. North
Andover, Mass. 12 p.m.
APR 23 • Le Moyne College. Syracuse, N.Y.
4 p.m.
APR 26 • Saint Anselm College. 6 p.m.
WOMEN’S SOFTBALL
APR 13 • College of Saint Rose. Albany,
N.Y. 12 p.m. and 3 p.m.
APR 14 • College of Saint Rose. Albany,
N.Y. 12:30 p.m.
APR 16 • Pace University. 4 p.m.
APR 18 • University of New Haven. 3 p.m.
and 6 p.m.
APR 20 • Le Moyne College. 12 p.m. and 3
p.m.
APR 21 • Le Moyne College. 12 p.m. and 3
p.m.
APR 24 • Pace University. New York, N.Y. 3
p.m. and 6 p.m.
APR 27 • American International College.
Springfield, Mass. 12 p.m. and 3 p.m.
APR 28 • American International College.
Springfield, Mass. 12 p.m.

CALENDAR ON THE WEB! Visit our Web site for updates on Events@Southern: SouthernCT.edu
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A PHOTO ESSAY BY JAMES FULMER

The Cordillera Blanca~
Vast, Breathtaking and Sometimes Deadly
Huascaran North and South. Highest peaksin peru at 22,000
ft. The Santa Cruz valley is to the left.

The summit of pucajirca, 20,000 feet

Santa Cruz mountain, 20,500 feet

Moon and low evening light on Quitaraju, 20,000 feet,
a classic glacier carved peak

lake arhueycocha, a classic tarn, made by a receding glacier.

I visited the Santa Cruz valley in the Cordillera Blanca of
Peru in two six-day hiking trips during the summers of 2011
and 2012. An ice-age glacier had dramatically carved the valley to a steep-walled depth 10,000 feet below its surrounding
20,000-foot glacial horn peaks. Between my two visits, the rainy
season’s culminating torrent burst the natural earthen dam of a
high altitude tarn (a glacier formed lake at 15,000 feet). Much
of the old glacial moraine deposit was undermined and carried away. Lakes were obliterated or heavily silted. The valley
floor became a deep mire of mud and rock several miles long,
which dried to a fine sediment. This mire is locally known as
an aluvión (in Spanish), or mud-rock avalanche. These pictures
were taken three months after the catastrophe. On the 2011
visit I had taken several “before” pictures.
Heavy rains and earthquakes have left other marks on this
area. On May 30, 1970, a 7.7 magnitude earthquake dislodged
a huge volume of rock and ice at all altitudes between 18,000
and 21,000 feet from the left side of the left peak. Benefitting
from 13,000 feet of descent and picking up material along
the way, about 80 million cubic yards of rock-infested slurry
slammed into a populated valley at an average speed of 175
miles per hour. An aerial photo of the aluvión shows where
the city of Yungay was buried. Yungay’s site is now is called
Campo Santo, or Holy Ground.

a camp in the valley at 19,000 feet

Historic 1960 photo of central Yungay and
its cathedral

Professor James Fulmer will present a slide show:
"Aluvion!, Floods and the Andes of Peru"
on April 17 from 1-2 p.m. in Morrill 209.

f

Entrance to Santa Cruz valley, unglaciated and V-shaped

a slice into the aluvión at Yungay which buried 1
8,000 people (2012 photo)

8

Upper lake in the main valley, pre-aluvión

Upper lake in the main valley, obliterated by the aluvión

a local bus filled with rocks and dried mud from
the aluvión (2012 photo)

Same view as #10, pre-aluvión

The Santa Cruz aluvión

The “Ghost Forest” – the aluvión buried or
carried away most trees.
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