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Yacher and Shipley Named 2008 Faculty Scholars

P

oetry and geography – specifically, the works of English
Professor Vivian Shipley and
Geography Professor Leon Yacher
– merited special recognition this
year on Southern’s campus. Shipley and Yacher were chosen as
the recipients of the 2008 Faculty
Scholar Award and were honored at
a campus ceremony on Nov. 21. The
award committee selected Shipley
based on her book “Gleanings: Old
Poems, New Poems,” and Yacher
based on his book “The Role of
Geographer and Natural Scientist
Henri François Pittier (1857-1950)
in the Evolution of Geography As a
Geography Professor Leon Yacher
Science in Costa Rica.”
celebrating aspects of rural life in the
Art Professor David Levine, chairman
author’s native Kentucky. The sounds
of the Faculty Scholar Award committee,
and sights of Appalachia past and present
said that the award exemplifies the univerecho through the pages of this arresting
sity’s commitment to supporting faculty
volume, providing the reader an intimate
research. He said that both Shipley’s and
entrée into a world apart.
Yacher’s works “meet convincingly and
“As the title indicates,” the committhoroughly the qualifications for the
tee noted, “some of the poems contained
award,” although many of this year’s apin this collection have already seen the
plications were “highly noteworthy.”
light of day in national literary magazines
The award committee said that Ship(quite a few of those individual pieces
ley’s book “comprises 88 poems . . . all

English Professor Vivian Shipley

have been prize winners). Others are new
to this publication. All are meticulously
crafted, freshly observed slices of life that
remind us of the resiliency of the human
spirit and the ability of beauty to dwell in
unexpected places.”
“Gleanings” was nominated for the
Pulitzer Prize, garnered the 2004 Paterson
Award for Sustained Literary Achievement
and received enthusiastic reviews in over
20 national literary journals.

Critic Walter Cummins, writing
in the journal Literary Review, said
of “Gleanings,” “these are poems
of life because Shipley faces the
full context of what it means to be
human. Rich in the details — tastes,
smells, colors, actions — of lives
lived, they become affirmations. In
a sense, the poems can be read as
a struggle between life and death,
confrontations with the fact of
mortality and an answer to why our
existence has meaning.”
Yacher’s book, which the award
committee called a “meticulous
biography,” has been lauded for its
groundbreaking look at Swiss-born
geographer and botanist Pittier
(1857-1950). The committee praised
Yacher for “single-mindedly conduct[ing]
research in archives and libraries on three
continents and in three languages to bring
to light the career of Pittier . . . who is still
relatively unknown in the English speaking world but seminal to the development
of geography in Costa Rica. In this respect, the author has opened the door for
SCHOLARS continued on page 6.

Bynum Honored

Just People Helping People:

Student Feeds New Haven’s Homeless

E

very Saturday morning Meg Rudne
begins to cook, not breakfast for
herself, but rather food to feed others.
In her townhouse apartment at Southern,
she prepares a large pasta dish filled with
vegetables. Rudne is determined to do
what she can to help those less fortunate
than herself, and soon this food will feed
many hungry people in New Haven.

As a community adviser (CA) at
Southern, Rudne is no stranger to helping
others. Since transferring to the university
in the fall of 2006, she has been active in
environmental issues around campus. The
art education major juggles her volunteer
work along with her classes, her job in the
Judicial Affairs Office and her CA position.
“You don’t have to wait for a certain event
to help,” she says, “You can
help every day.”
The desire to be an active part of the community
around her has helped Rudne
find a home at Southern.
Community involvement
is a strong theme running
throughout campus life. “At
Southern we aim to help
students to discover and
develop their unique gifts
and to find a way to share
their gifts in a way that is
personally meaningful,”
says Denise Bentley-Drobish,
director of student life.
The food that Rudne
cooks each Saturday is not
brought to a shelter or to
the local food bank; instead,
it goes to the New Haven
Meg Rudne prepares food in
her kitchen to distribute to
hungry New Haveners on the
city’s green.

Green. Every Saturday afternoon, while
the weather is warm, you can find a small
group of volunteers setting up tables and
handing out food on the corner of College
and Chapel streets.
These volunteers come from all walks
of life, “a few students from Southern and
a few from Yale and some high school
dropouts,” Rudne explains. There are no
prerequisites for helping; the only requirement for being a part of this community
service is a real desire to help others.
Each week, anywhere from 20 to 50 of
New Haven’s homeless come to enjoy a
vegetarian meal prepared by the various
volunteers and donated by local restaurants. “There are great food banks and
institutional structures,” says Rudne, “but
we can all do something. This is a very
direct way to help.
“Right now we’re people of privilege,”
Rudne says. “We have access to resources
we need: food and a place to live. We are
in the position to help, in different ways,
the people in New Haven.”
In an effort to keep this project as
environmentally friendly as possible, the
volunteers supply reusable plates, which
they clean at local restaurants.
HELPING continued on page 6.

Terrell Ward Bynum, professor of philosophy,
has been selected as the inaugural recipient of
the INSEIT/Joseph Weizenbaum Award in Information and Computer Ethics. The award will
be given biannually to “an individual who has
made significant contributions to the field of
information and computer ethics through his/
her research, service, and vision.” In selecting
Bynum unanimously to receive the award,
the committee noted his “groundbreaking
work in setting up the first computer ethics
center (the Research Center for Computing
and Society) and in organizing and hosting the
first international computer ethics conference
(on Computing and Human Values at Southern
Connecticut State University in 1991).” His
numerous publications “have helped significantly to define and establish the field of
computer and information ethics.” The award
will be presented at the Eighth International
Conference of Computer Ethics: Philosophical
Enquiry in Corfu, Greece, in June. •

SouthernLights
Highlighting the Achievements of Members of the Campus Community.
Despite the economic constraints the university is facing
this academic year, the members of our university community continue to impress with their accomplishments.
The following are just a few examples of recognition our
students, faculty and staff have earned recently.
• Lorrie Verplaetse, professor
of foreign languages, learned
recently that the state Department of Education has chosen
to add Southern’s Training for
All Teachers (TAT) 10-hour
workshop on “Best Instructional Practices for English
Language Learners” to their
CALI initiative as an additional
module. CALI, or the Connecticut Accountability for Learning Initiative, is an
extensive professional development movement that seeks
to “accelerate the learning of all students and to close
the achievement gap in the state.” In essence, the state
Education Department has determined that the state’s
standard for professional development on teaching English language learners will be Southern’s TAT program.
Verplaetse authored and directs this U.S. Department of
Education-funded program, housed in the Department
of Foreign Languages. She was also the recipient of the
Higher Education Award at the 13th Annual New England
Conference on Multicultural Education.
• Mia Brownell, associate professor of art, displayed her
paintings in two solo exhibitions
last month. The shows, at the
Art Gate Gallery in Manhattan
and at Metaphor Contemporary
Art in Brooklyn, feature work
from her series titled: “Adventures of a Reluctant Omnivore.”
Brownell was also recently
awarded a prestigious position
as Visiting Artist of the American Academy in Rome. She will be living at the Academy
conducting research for two weeks in January.

• MLS graduate student Michael
Prohaska was named one of
three recipients of the George
Atiyeh Prize, named for the
founder of the Middle East
Librarians Association. Prohaska plans to take what he has
learned at Southern and put his
knowledge to excellent use as
a librarian in Turkey.

• Former Southern women’s
gymnastics coach Pat Panichas
has been selected as a 2008
recipient of the National Association of Girls and Women
in Sport Pathfinder Award
for Connecticut. Established
in 1991, the award provides
national recognition to women who have demonstrated
continuous dedication to the
advocacy, recruitment and
enhancement of girls and women in sports and sports
leadership in their states. This award caps Panichas’ selection this summer as a gymnastics coach at the Summer
Olympics in Beijing.
• Student teams from Southern produced highly creditable placings in the annual Association for Computing
Machinery (ACM) programming contest in Patchogue,
N.Y. Teams were assigned nine problems to solve in five
hours. The rankings were determined based on number
of problems solved and total elapsed time for correct
solutions. SCSU Team 1 (J. Pat Cooley, computer science;

• Shirley Jackson, associate
professor of sociology, has
received the New England Sociological Association’s Apple
Award, presented for outstanding teaching, and recently was
the recipient of the CSA Sociological Abstracts Discovery
Prize for her submission on
Making Research “Real.”

Brett Jerman, computer science and math and Cameron
Bishop, math) ranked 12th out of 39 teams, while Team 2
(Chris Parian and Scotty Morgan, both computer science)
finished 27th in a field that included Ivy League schools
and other top colleges. Associate Professor of Computer
Science Imad Antonios served as their adviser.
• Mary Cannici, a secretary
with the Theatre Department, recently was awarded
the 2008 Governor’s Service
Award and was honored at a
reception in Hartford hosted
by Gov. M. Jodi Rell. Cannici was nominated by her
department chairman and
supervisor, as well as several
students, because of her ability to provide support for the
Mary Cannici with student
department while enhancing
Sadiyya Martinez
its reputation for being open,
accessible and helpful. Cannici has worked at Southern
since 1995, starting in Career Services and later moving
into the Theatre Department.
• Gary Winfield, membership
services assistant and legislative
affairs associate for the SCSUAAUP office, was elected on
Nov. 4 as a state representative
of Connecticut’s 94th District.
He is also chairman of the Connecticut Federation of Black
Democratic Clubs.

• Southern’s Police Department recently earned
first place among its peers in a yearlong competition sponsored by the state Department of
Transportation designed to promote highway
safety. The plaque was presented to the department during the DOT’s annual highway safety
conference, the “Connecticut Law Enforcement
Challenge.” Southern scored highest in the
university police department category. The university gained the award for its efforts to create
a safe environment for the campus community
through its pro-active educational programming,
collaboration with other law enforcement agencies and enforcement of traffic laws, such as
those pertaining to DUI, cell phone use and seat
belt compliance. Pictured (from left) are: Chief
of Police Joseph Dooley, Sgt. Thomas Madera,
Officer Ivan Torres and Deputy Chief of Police
Philip Pessina.
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SouthernBriefly
How might the university operate more cost effectively in a time of economic
downturn? The projected deficit in the state budget has impacted the bottom line at
Southern in several ways, but President Cheryl Norton asks that we turn the challenges
we face into opportunities. Members of the campus community are invited to
submit cost-saving ideas in an online form on the Southern Web site: www.
southernct.edu/yourideas/ Suggestions are welcome regarding how the institution
might operate more cost effectively and efficiently in support of our students’ success.
The University Budget and Planning Committee will review all suggestions in light
of the budgetary situation and make recommendations to the administration on their
implementation.
A memorial service for Michael Tobin, faculty emeritus of the School of
Education, was held last month in the Adanti Student Center. Tobin died Oct. 21.
A graduate of the University of Connecticut, he earned his Ph.D. at the University of
Michigan. He came to Southern in 1976, and, prior to his retirement in 1992, was a
professor of educational leadership. The Dr. Michael Tobin Memorial Fund has been
established at Southern in his memory. Contributions may be made by check to the
SCSU Foundation, 501 Crescent St., New Haven CT 06515. In the memo section, please
indicate that your contribution is for the Tobin Memorial Fund.
The recent Graduate Poetry Contest, judged by Jason Labbe, yielded three
winners. Labbe, a published writer who graduated from Southern with a B.A. in English
and the University of Virginia’s M.F.A. program in creative writing, said, “I would give

honorable mention to everyone who submitted but didn’t win. There were many
strong, interesting poems in the graduate category.” The winners -- Lee Keylock
(first place), Pat Mottola (second place) and Matthew Beacom (third place) – will
give a public reading on Dec. 11 at 7:30 p.m. in Engleman D253.
SCSU Triota is sponsoring a winter clothing drive through Dec. 10.
Members of the campus community are asked to bring new or gently used
clothing for women and children to the women’s studies office in Engleman
229B. Make sure all clothing is clean and in wearable condition. SCSU Triota,
an academic honor society for the field of women’s studies, will donate the
clothing to local organizations to help others stay warm this winter. Call (203)
392-6133 with any questions.
Thanks to many generous donors, the Alumni Association, in collaboration
with the SCSU Foundation, Inc., awards over 180 scholarships to students
at Southern. With one online application, students become eligible for all
scholarships for which they meet the specified criteria. Through Dec. 31,
the scholarship application will be available for full- or part-time
undergraduate or graduate students for the 2009-10 academic year. Contact
Doreen Cammarata-Gilhuly at GilhulyD1@SouthernCT.edu with any questions.
Indicate your full name and student ID number in all correspondence. The
application and more information are available on the scholarship program Web
page: www.southernct.edu/alumni/scholarshipinformation/
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Finding Your Voice at Southern

A

s the winter weather approaches, incidents of laryngitis and hoarseness are likely to increase with
the proliferation of colds, the flu and the increased
use of heat. That can be particularly vexing for “professional speakers” – teachers, singers, talk show hosts and
others who use the gift of gab to make a living.
Mary Bellandese, an assistant professor of communication disorders and coordinator of Southern’s
Voice Clinic, recommends staying hydrated, using
honey and lemon and by all means, avoiding yelling
and screaming.
But for those whose problems tend to recur or who
want to prevent them from happening in the first place,
Bellandese says the voice clinic may be beneficial.
“We offer people valuable suggestions on prevention
of voice problems, as well as ways for people to relax
muscles linked to the vocal cords,” Bellandese says.
“Unfortunately, after repeated episodes of aggravating
the vocal cords, vocal nodules can develop, which may
cause a person’s voice to crack or become breathy.” The
good news is that with proper care, relaxation techniques
and various exercises, those nodules usually go away,
according to Bellandese.
But for some, voice problems are more than a nuisance. Those who have had laryngectomies, such as
Jack Klugman, face new challenges in trying to regain
a voice after the operation. Southern’s Voice Clinic has

helped many patients in that struggle,
according to Bellandese.
“With this type of patient, it typically
can take up to a year and a half of treatment, but it works,” she says.
The speech of Parkinson’s Disease
patients are often affected, as well. Bellandese says that Southern’s Voice Clinic
offers the Lee Silverman Voice Treatment (LSVT), which is a state-of-the-art
treatment that has proven to be quite
effective for those with Parkinson’s. “It’s
intensive with patients typically coming
in four days a week for four weeks,” she Erica Marino (left), a graduate student, and Mary Bellandese, assistant professor of
says. “But this form of treatment is well- communication disorders, examine the vocal folds of a client with hoarseness at the
Southern Voice Clinic.
documented to work.”
Bellandese notes that she and Mary
able, but it’s not necessarily painful,” she says. “No
Purdy, professor of communication disorders, are two
sedation is used.”
of only a handful of professionals in Connecticut who
No referrals are needed to take part in Southern’s
are certified in LSVT.
Voice Clinic, but the clinic does require patients who
The clinic also offers other services, such as voice prohave a medical condition to be seen by an ear, nose and
jection and ways to alter the pitch of a person’s voice.
throat specialist.
The clinic features specialized equipment to evaluate
Bellandese says that the clinic typically treats up to
patients, such as rigid and flexible types of stroboscopes,
10 patients per week and the costs are considerably less
which are tubes that can be inserted into the nose and
than services at other facilities. She estimates there are
down into the larynx area. They can closely examine
only about 10 voice specialists in Connecticut.
vocal cords. “The procedure may be a little uncomfort-

m

Southern Chosen for Lead Role in State Project
To Improve Teaching of Autistic Children

A

James Granfield and Pamela Brucker have praised the work of
Southern faculty on the state’s autism project, especially Ruth
Eren, an expert on educating students diagnosed with autism.

s the statewide leader in producing highly qualified special education teachers, Southern has been
tapped by the state to address the growing challenge
of how to better educate autistic children.
Gov. M. Jodi Rell signed a bill that took effect in July
authorizing President Cheryl J. Norton and the university
to take a lead role in developing recommendations for
a comprehensive statewide plan to better teach children
with autism and other developmental disabilities. Southern is working with several state agencies, including the
Department of Development Services, the Department
of Education and the Department of Higher Education
to craft such a plan.
“It’s a huge project,” says James Granfield, dean of the
university’s School of Education. “There is such a need
for this as people are desperate for information on how
to better serve these students.”
Autism spectrum disorders are developmental disabilities that cause substantial impairments in social
interaction and communication, as well as unusual behaviors and interests, according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC). Many people with these
disorders also learn in unusual ways, the CDC states.
Individuals with a form of autism vary in their learning
abilities – from gifted to severely challenged. These disorders begin before the age of 3 and continue through a
person’s life, according to the CDC.
An estimated three to six of every 1,000 children in the
United States have the disorder, according to the Mayo
Clinic. State and national statistics show a rise in children
with autism during the last two decades.
Faculty members at Southern have been hard at work
gathering data to develop new teaching
methods to better prepare teachers.
The data being collected include
suggestions from individuals during public forums, as well as online
surveys regarding teacher education
programs. Recommendations from
community colleges that train special
education paraprofessionals have
been compiled and an examination
of how other states have reached
out to children and families is also
being conducted. The compilation
of information will be used to write
a report that must be ready for the

General Assembly by February.
“There is such a need for teachers to have an understanding of this disability,” says Ruth Eren, associate
professor of special education at Southern. She notes that
parents of children diagnosed with autism are often at
a loss as to how to address their child’s medical, educational and social needs. Early intervention is considered
the key to helping these children.
While there is no cure for autism spectrum disorders,
Eren says effective teaching methods can offer huge
benefits so that children can reach their full potential.
Educating current and future teachers entails discussions
about promising new practices that offer hope, as well as
stressing evidence-based practices with proven results.
The state project is a good fit for Southern, Eren says.
She points out that the university offers a master’s degree
program in special education with a concentration in
autism and other developmental disabilities.
Pamela Brucker, chairwoman of the university’s Special Education Department, notes that the department is in
the process of adding a new course that will help teachers
develop strategies for greater inclusion of students with
autism and other development disabilities. She is hopeful
the class can be offered next fall.
Brucker says it is an honor for Southern to be chosen
for such a role as to help offer ways in which teachers
may be more effective in helping autistic students learn
more effectively.

m

Southern is lending its expertise
to help solve the challenging
puzzles of how best to educate
children with autism.

Photo illustration
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The Music of Memory and Mourning
“I’ve been in Hasidic synagogues where prayers are continually lifted
by music, but never before have I heard this lyrically powerful a fusion
of Jewish and jazz souls on fire.”
~Nat Hentoff, Wall Street Journal jazz critic
				

D

avid Chevan describes his life as a “dual
existence as a teacher and a performer,” but
he quickly corrects himself. “Actually, it’s
really one great big life, not really a dual life. I’m
often on a plane somewhere, grading papers.”
Chevan’s “great big life” centers around
music, both on and off campus. He travels often with his
band, the Afro-Semitic Experience, and as a music professor at Southern, he teaches classes and directs ensembles,
producing several concerts a year. The concerts are “a place
where our students get to excel,” he says.
And Chevan should know something about excellence.
His latest album, “Yizkor: Music of Memory,” with Hazzan
Albert Mizrahi and the Afro-Semitic Experience, is doing
well, and the performers will premiere the work in Chicago
in January to commemorate Martin Luther King, Jr. The
Afro-Semitic Experience has received much praise over the
years, but recently the group’s visibility increased with a
glowing review of “Yizkor” in the Wall Street Journal.
Noted writer and jazz critic Nat Hentoff, reviewing the
album in the Oct. 7 issue of the Journal, wrote, “I’ve been in
Hasidic synagogues where prayers are continually lifted by
music, but never before have I heard this lyrically powerful
a fusion of Jewish and jazz souls on fire.” Hentoff’s positive
review of the album in a national publication is a big feather
in the cap of Chevan and the Afro-Semitic Experience and
“a nice moment on the path,” Chevan says, referring to the
11 years the group has been together. “It was incredibly

gracious of Hentoff to write
what he did.”
The album, composed
by Chevan, is an original
setting of the Jewish memorial service, the Yizkor, which
Chevan explains is akin to a Requiem Mass. The melodies
Chevan composed are based on a style of singing called
Hazzanut, a cantorial music that has been almost forgotten
by modern day cantors.
Chevan explains that his style of teaching music is “spiritual but not religious, not dogmatic,” and this “interfaith
approach” carries over into his work with the Afro-Semitic
Experience. “I am informed by my Jewish upbringing, but
I don’t need to proselytize,” he says.
Many composers have written Requiem Masses, but
Chevan wanted to be the first to write an original version
of the Yizkor. He calls the album “a soulful melding of
spiritual jazz and Jewish cantorial music.” It represents
more of a solo project than Chevan’s previous recordings
with the Afro-Semitic Experience, but Chevan chose to
work with the band on this project because, he says, its
members “come to the music with an understanding of

spirituality.” He had also always wanted to
write music for a cantor, and the new album
features a performance by a Jewish cantor,
Albert Mizrahi, who is compared to the great
tenor Luciano Pavarotti.
Chevan turned to the Jewish memorial
service as an inspiration for his composing
after he experienced some personal losses
that caused him to become “more conscious
of the personal and communal importance of
memory and mourning.”
“I’m writing music for adults who are living their lives
and have had some losses,” Chevan says. He doesn’t see
many composers writing serious new music for adults and
wonders about songwriters who seem to be “stuck in that
constant state of adolescence.”
“The Rolling Stones, for instance, don’t sound like
they’re dealing with the maturation process,” he says.
“They sound the same as they always have.” In contrast,
he points to an artist like James Taylor, who “sounds like
he’s not afraid of the aging process.”
Writing a memorial work, imbued with loss and
mourning, represents to Chevan his attempt to address
some of life’s biggest issues. And his work has struck a
chord. “Our work has always gone over very well, but
when this review came out in the Wall Street Journal, I
was thrilled,” Chevan says. “When you’re an artist, and
you get a review like this one, you get a sense of affirmation for what you’re doing.”

m

To Azerbaijan, With Love

A

former Soviet bloc country eager to reform its
schools is looking to Southern for expert help.
Cathryn Magno, an associate professor in the
Department of Educational Leadership and Policy Studies,
is leading a project destined to reform school leadership in
Azerbaijan, a country in southwest Asia slightly smaller
than the state of Maine.
Magno traveled in August to the fledgling independent
nation nestled between Iran and Russia. She plans to return
next year to continue helping educators and officials reform
the way school leaders are appointed, how they are trained
and how they do their work.
“This is a sea change in Azerbaijan,” Magno says.
Subjected to more than 80 years of rule by the Soviet
Union, the education system in Azerbaijan operated under
practices, policies and a culture rooted in hierarchical authoritarian rule. Since the collapse of the Soviet Union in
1991, Magno explains, Azerbaijan has been working hard,
but with difficulty, to recast its institutions in a new, more
open and democratic light.
Despite some advances and its capacity in oil transport
and processing, the country remains politically and economically fragile amid similarly fragile neighbors, according to
Magno. But many recognize education as critically important
for the country’s transformation and success.

“Azerbaijan today is a completely new world,” Magno says. “Their
students need to be prepared to
compete in a capitalist economy.”
Magno says the country has
adopted more child-centered and
inclusive instruction, but much
work needs to be done to reform
school leadership. No formal training, credentialing or preparation
programs in educational leadership
An Azerbaijan elementary school classroom
exist in that country.
“In the past, principals were
appointed by mayors,” she explains. “There was always a
At the seminar, the minister of education announced
recognition of the school principal as a prestigious position
his intention to professionalize school leadership by estabin the community. The principal is considered a person of
lishing performance criteria and developing a university
wisdom, and he or she is consulted on a variety of social
degree program that future principals would need to pass,
issues.”
Magno explains.
Magno, a specialist in comparative and international
James Granfield, dean of the School of Education, says,
education, first became acquainted with Azerbaijan’s
“The work that Dr. Magno is doing is ground-breaking. From
educators while teaching a class at Teachers College at
what she has told me, schools in Azerbaijan are in desperate
Columbia University. One such person, Elmina Kazimzade,
need for leadership training and a focus on how to construct
eventually invited Magno to conduct a training session in
an entire educational system. She is continuing the role
January 2007.
Southern has long played in the international arena, sharing
“I thought there was great potential (for change),” Magour expertise with those countries interested in pursuing
no says. “There are a lot of interested
collaborative partners within the educational arena.”
leaders who are hungry for the skills
Magno received a Connecticut State University System
they need to make changes.”
research grant to support her overseas work in 2007. She
She returned to Azerbaijan in
plans to seek additional grant support to continue her work
August, when she presented a semiin 2009-10, which will include returning to Azerbaijan.
nar on educational leadership for 16
The first year will focus on developing credentials and
of the country’s most accomplished
standards. “It’s not just about packaging and delivering a
principals from rural and urban
set of courses to another country,” Magno says. “It’s really
schools. Topics included development
about building local capacity and establishing appropriate
of school visions, strategic planning
standards.”
and teacher collaboration.
In the second year, Magno envisions the implementaThe training closed with a
tion of a principal preparation pilot program at Baku State
discussion about Connecticut’s
University. Along the way, she is eager to involve Southern
standards for school leadership
students as much as possible.
and how they may be adapted to
“We are now in a global society,” says Magno,
Azerbaijan’s needs.
whose work has taken her around the world repeatedly. “It is our responsibility as leaders in the field to
interact with the world community, form relationships
and learn from others.”

m
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New Faculty Arrive at Southern
he following are among the new
faculty hires for the fall. Other new
faculty members were listed in the
October edition of SouthernLife.

Sharleen Dickinson, English. Former adjunct faculty member at Southern and Gateway Community College. Holds
an M.A. in English from the University of Wisconsin at
Milwaukee. Expertise in African-American literature and
creative writing.
Astrid Eich-Krohm, sociology. Former lecturer of sociology
at the University at Albany (SUNY). Holds a Ph.D. in sociology from the University at Albany. Research interests
include medical sociology, the sociology of aging and the
sociology of gender.
Jean Fitzgerald, English. Former adjunct faculty member
at Southern and Pace University. Holds an M.S. in education from Long Island University. Member of Children’s
Literature Association.
Christin Forleo Kimball, communication. Former interactive
media manager for PAREXEL Medical Communications
(Waltham, Mass.) and former adjunct faculty member at
Southern. Holds an M.S. in interactive communications
from Quinnipiac University.
Louisa Foss, counseling and school psychology. Former assistant professor of counseling and human development at
Walsh University (North Canton, Ohio). Previously served
as a counselor in various settings, including at a juvenile
corrections facility. Holds a Ph.D. in counseling and human
development services from Kent State University (Kent,
Ohio). Research interests include domestic violence.
Maria Gherasimova, physics. Former research associate at
the University of Virginia at Charlottesville. Also, a visiting
scientist at the IBM T. J. Watson Research Center (Yorktown
Heights, N.Y.). Holds a Ph.D. in engineering and applied
science from Yale University. Research interests include
nanotechnology and materials science.
Jennifer Guarino, English. Former adjunct faculty member at
Southern. Also former writing fellow at Quinnipiac University and former English instructor at Common Ground High
School. Holds an M.A. from the University of Delaware.
Elizabeth Halstead Keefe, English. Former adjunct faculty
member at Southern and Housatonic Community College.
Holds an M.S. in English from Southern and an M.A. in
communication from Fairfield University. Expertise in British and Celtic literature.
Judith Hammer, foreign languages. Former assistant instructor of German at the University of Texas at Austin. Holds
a Ph.D. in Germanic studies from the University of Texas
at Austin. Research interests include German culture and
history.
Corey Hannah, exercise science. Former head athletic trainer
and instructor at Mount Union College (Alliance, Ohio).
Holds an M.S. in athletic training from the University of
Tennessee at Chattanooga.
Julia Irwin, psychology. Former senior research scientist
at Haskins Laboratories in New Haven. Holds a Ph.D. in
child and development psychology from the University of
Connecticut. Research interests include audiovisual speech
perception, language delays in toddlers and infant crying.

SCHOLARS from page 1.

new research in Latin American geography,
education, and colonial studies.”
The committee also quoted one reviewer
as noting, “‘no major works on the history
of the discipline in Latin America have been
written [that provide] a better understanding of geography as a discipline as a whole.’
Professor Yacher has not written the final
word on his subject, but it is certain that
all future scholars dealing with the history
of Costa Rican geography will have to consult his work carefully before embarking
on their own. His book is a significant
accomplishment for any scholar.”
Reviewer M.S. DeVivo, of Grand Rapids
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Jan Jones, recreation and leisure studies. Former associate
professor of recreation at West Virginia State University.
Holds a Ph.D. in sport, leisure and exercise science from the
University of Connecticut. Research interests include tourism and impact of casinos in southeastern Connecticut.
Andrew Karatjas, chemistry. Former joint research/teaching
postdoctoral fellow at the University of Michigan and former adjunct faculty member at the University of Michigan.
Holds a Ph.D. in organic chemistry from Pennsylvania State
University. Research interests include synthetic organic
chemistry and natural product synthesis.
Shana Kopaczewski, communication. Former instructor of
communication studies at the University of Iowa. Holds an
M.A. in communication from the University of Wisconsin
at Milwaukee. Research interests include humor and interpersonal relationships.
Raymond Kruczek, mathematics. Former adjunct faculty
member at Southern. Holds an M.S. in electrical engineering
from Polytechnic University. Previously worked at Norden
Systems in Norwalk in the field of engineering design.
Erin Larkin, foreign languages. Former visiting instructor at
the University of Oklahoma. Holds a Ph.D. in Italian from
Yale University. Research interests include Italian film and
literature and the Italian Futurism movement of the early
20th century.
Peter Latchman, exercise science. Former adjunct faculty
member at Southern. Previously served as clinical exercise
physiologist at the Rehabilitation Center of Stamford Hospital. Holds an Ed.D. in applied physiology from Columbia
University. Research interests include the effect of exercise
on hypertension and on COPD.
Sobeira Latorre, foreign languages. Former assistant professor of Hispanic studies at Illinois Wesleyan University.
Holds a Ph.D. in Hispanic languages and literatures from
Stony Brook University in Stony Brook, N.Y. Research interests include Latino studies and Caribbean literature.
Kenneth McGill, anthropology. Former instructor of anthropology at the University of Illinois at Chicago. Holds a Ph.D.
in anthropology from the University of Chicago. Research
interests include East Germany in the post-Cold War era,
everyday speech and interaction and homelessness.
Norman Middendorf, math. Former math teacher at Derby
High School and former math adjunct faculty member at
Southern. Holds an M.S. in mathematics education from
Southern. Expertise in teaching math at all academic
levels.
Antonia Nelson, nursing. Former assistant professor of nursing at the University of Connecticut. Previously served as
a nurse at several Connecticut hospitals. Holds a Ph.D. in
nursing from University of Connecticut. Research interests
include maternal/newborn nursing.
Estelle Pope, systems librarian. Former systems librarian at
the Yale University Library. Also has served as a technology
consultant. Holds an M.A. in biblical studies from Boston
College and an M.S. in library and information science from
Simmons College in Boston.
Matthew Rothbard, exercise science. Former clinical assistant professor of kinesiology at Towson University.
Previously served as assistant athletic trainer and clinical
assistant professor of physical therapy/human movement/

Community College, said of Yacher’s book:
“In the case of the history of geography, the
literature is rich, but its principal concentration on Anglo America and Europe has left
other parts of the world sorely lacking; this
is especially the case with regard to Latin
America. Professor Yacher has begun filling
that need.”
At the ceremony, Provost Selase Williams introduced Shipley and Yacher and
presented each professor with the award.
Shipley, who has twice before received the
Faculty Scholar Award, said, “For 40 years,
Southern has nurtured my writing through
various stages of my life.” She concluded
by reading two of her poems, “Digging Up
Peonies” and “First Ice,” both based upon
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sport science at Sacred Heart University. Holds an Ed.D. in
instructional technology from Towson University.
Honor Sacks, history. Former adjunct faculty member at
Yale University. Holds a Ph.D. in U.S. women’s history
and American history from the University of Wisconsin
at Madison. Research interests include gender and racial
issues in U.S. history.
Margot Schilpp, English. Former adjunct faculty member at
Southern and Manchester Community College. Has served
as poet-in-residence at the Educational Center for the Arts
in New Haven. Holds an M.F.A. from the University of
Utah.
Joseph Selvaggio, English. Former adjunct faculty member
at Southern. Previously served as production assistant for
CBS News Productions. Holds an M.A. in English from
Southern.
Nancy Shirley, geography. Former adjunct faculty member
at Southern and former homebound tutor and substitute
teacher for the Milford School District. Holds an M.S. in
education from Southern. Research interests include the
environment and the Middle East.
Lara Smetana, education. Former teaching assistant at the
University of Virginia and former science, math and study
skills tutor for middle and high school students. Previously served as a physical science teacher in Alexandria,
Va. Holds a Ph.D. in science education. Research interests
include using computer simulations in the classroom.
Tammy Testut, nursing. Former adjunct faculty member
and former information and placement coordinator at
Southern. Registered nurse since 1994. Holds an M.S.N.
from the University of Hartford. Research interests include
animal-assisted therapy.
Per Urlaub, foreign languages. Former teaching assistant
of German and assistant language program director at
Stanford Language Center at Stanford University. Hold a
Ph.D. in German studies from Stanford. Research interests
include second language acquisition and intercultural communication.
Anthony Vigna, accounting. Former assistant professor of
business and economics at the College of Mount St. Vincent.
Owner of the American Dream Financial Corp., a mortgage
broker company. Previously managed a legal practice and
an accounting practice. Holds a J.D. in law and an M.B.A.
in finance from Pace University.
Charlene Weber, nursing. Former nursing faculty member
at Holyoke Community College and previously served as a
school health nurse at Danbury School District. Holds an
M.S. in nursing from the University of Phoenix.
Jonathan Weinbaum, biology. Former postdoctoral teaching
and research fellow in evolutionary biology at Texas Tech
University. Holds a Ph.D. in biology from Texas Tech. Research interests include paleontology and archosaurs.
Lisa Wozniak, foreign languages. Former instructor of Italian
at Sacred Heart University. Previously served as instructor
of Italian at Yale University. Holds an M.A. in Italian from
Yale University. Fluent in Italian, French and English and
reading ability in Spanish, German and Latin. Research
interests include art history.
Jessica York, English. Former English adjunct faculty
member at Southern and coordinator of the Sexuality and
Gender Equality (SAGE) Center at Southern. Holds an M.A.
in history from Stony Brook University.

actual events from her life.
Yacher said that Pittier is “a fascinating
man [that] virtually no one knew about,”
adding that “there is more work to be done
on him” and, referring to scholarship in general, “It’s not over — it’s never over.”

m

HELPING continued from page 1.

The group has no coordinator or president. In fact, it is not a formal organization.
These are just people helping people. “It’s
a really wonderful experience to prepare
food and be a part of something in the community like this,” Rudne explains. “We’re
not waiting for someone else to organize
something for us.”

Rudne doesn’t take part in this community service for the recognition; she’s
merely doing what she can to make a
meaningful difference in the lives of others.
“When it comes down to it there are people
who are hungry, and we can feed some of
them,” she says.
Bentley-Drobish says, “Students like
Meg inspire us to be better people. They
challenge us to find ways to use our personal gifts to improve the lives of people in
the community. Meg is doing so much more
than providing a meal to someone who is
hungry; she is reaching out a hand, sharing
her gifts and touching so many lives. We
hope that other students will be inspired by
the selfless work that Meg is doing.”

m

Career Services

The following events are offered by
the Center for Career Services and will
take place in Schwartz Hall 102. For
more information about any of these
opportunities, call (203) 392-6536.
DEC 9 • WORKSHOP: “DON’T SWEAT THE
INTERVIEW!” 2 p.m.
DEC 9 • ON-CAMPUS INTERVIEWS
Waterbury Public Schools.
DEC 10 • ON-CAMPUS INTERVIEWS Social
Security Administration.
DEC 11 • ON-CAMPUS INTERVIEWS
Leadership, Education, and Athletics in
Partnership organization (LEAP).
DEC 12 • ON-CAMPUS INTERVIEWS
Enterprise Rent-A-Car.

Dates to Remember

DEC 11 • Classes end.
DEC 13-19 • Final examinations
JAN 5 • Winter session classes begin.
JAN 19 • State holiday, no classes
JAN 23 • Winter session classes end.
JAN 26 • Spring classes begin.

presentation on the music of Johann
Sebastian Bach. Charles Garner Recital
Hall (Engleman C112). 8 p.m. Free. (203)
392-6625.
DEC 11 • MUSIC DEPARTMENT GALA
PRESENTATION First annual Music
Department holiday concert, featuring the
University Choir and Chamber Singers,
University Symphonic Band and the
Jubilee Singers. Lyman Center. 7:30 p.m.
Admission: $5. (203) 392-6625.

Sports

MEN’S BASKETBALL
DEC 9 • At Stonehill College. 7:30 p.m.
DEC 11 • At University of New Haven. 7
p.m.
DEC 29 • At Dowling College. 7 p.m.
JAN 3 • At Assumption College. 3:30 p.m.
JAN 6 • AIC. 7:30 p.m.
JAN 8 • Southern New Hampshire. 7:30
p.m.
JAN 10 • At Franklin Pierce. 3:30 p.m.
JAN 14 • At UMass Lowell. 7:30 p.m.
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

BOOKSTORE

DEC 9 • At Stonehill College. 5:30 p.m.
DEC 20 • At University of Bridgeport. 2
p.m.
DEC 28 • At Dominican College. 3 p.m.
DEC 30 • At Holy Family. 6 p.m.
JAN 3 • At Assumption College. 1:30 p.m.
JAN 6 • AIC. 5:30 p.m.
JAN 8 • Southern New Hampshire. 5:30
p.m.
JAN 10 • At Franklin Pierce. 1:30 p.m.
JAN 14 • At UMass Lowell. 5:30 p.m.
JAN 17 • Merrimack College. 1:30 p.m.
JAN 20 • At Bentley College. 5:30 p.m.
JAN 24 • College of St. Rose. 1:30 p.m.
JAN 28 • At Pace University. 5:30 p.m.

JFK Returns to New Haven

Exhibits

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Wintergreen 144,
(203) 392-6500.
Located on the street level, Adanti Student
Center. Call (203) 392-5270 for hours.

BULEY LIBRARY

Mon. - Thurs. 8 a.m. to 11 p.m.; Fr. 8 a.m.4:30 p.m.;Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. 1-9 p.m.
Holiday Hours:
Dec. 22-23 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Dec. 24 open
8 a.m.; Dec. 25-28 closed; Dec. 29-30 8
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Dec. 31 open 8 a.m.; Jan. 1
closed; Jan. 2 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Jan. 3-4
closed.

COMPUTER LABS

Mac Lab: Buley Library, new wing, 4th floor,
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.-11 p.m. See Buley’s Web
site for changes in hours: http://library.scsu.
ctstateu.edu/
PC Labs: Jennings 139A: Mon.-Sat. 8a.m.10 p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m.- 5 p.m.; Sun. closed;
Jennings 130: Mon.- Sat. 8:10 a.m.-10:05
p.m.; Sun. Noon-8:45 p.m.

RECREATIONAL

Recreation times and open swims may be
preempted by athletic events.
Moore Fieldhouse:
Pool: Mon.-Fri. Noon-1 p.m.
Fieldhouse & Weightroom: Mon.-Fri. 6:309:15 p.m.
Pelz Pool: Mon.-Thurs. 6:30-9:15 p.m.

NOV 2 - JAN 31 • “JFK AND HIS TIES TO
CONNECTICUT” Ethnic Heritage Center,
270 Fitch St. Open Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.3 p.m., Sun. 2-4 p.m., other times by
appointment. (203) 392-6126.

FOOD SERVICE

Conn Hall: Mon.-Sun. 7 a.m.-midnight.
Bagel Wagon: Mon. –Thurs. 8 a.m.-7:30
p.m.; Fri. 8 a.m.-noon. Sat. & Sun. closed.
North Campus: Sun.-Thurs. 3-10 p.m.; Fri. &
Sat. closed.
Davis Hall Kiosk: Mon.-Thurs. 11:30 a.m.8 p.m.; Fri. 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sat. & Sun.
closed.

Meetings
DEC 8 • UNIVERSITY DIALOGUE Adanti Student Center Ballroom. 1 p.m. (203) 3925250.

STUDENT CENTER

Music & Dance

DEC 10 • SMALL ENSEMBLES CONCERT
Jonathan Irving and Mark Kuss, directors.
Masterpieces for Piano-Duet by Mozart,
with Edward Stoltz and Jonathan Irving,
pianos. Selection of jazz standards
with David Winston, voice, and Mark
Kuss, piano. Charles Garner Recital Hall
(Engleman C112). 1 p.m. Free. (203) 3926625.
DEC 10 • HONORS THESIS RECITAL Walter
Stutzman, piano. A program of works
for solo piano, plus a discussion and

WHAT’S OPEN WHEN

JAN 17 • Merrimack College. 3:30 p.m.
JAN 20 • At Bentley College. 7:30 p.m.
JAN 22 • At Felician College. 7 p.m.
JAN 24 • College of St. Rose. 3:30 p.m.
JAN 28 • At Pace University. 7:30 p.m.

The Ethnic Heritage Center presents “JFK & His Ties to Connecticut,” an exhibit portraying President John
F. Kennedy’s life, administration and death, with a special emphasis on his many personal and political
ties to Connecticut. The exhibit contains a wide array of materials, including letters and telegrams,
newspaper articles, photographs, books, and political memorabilia. Kennedy, who was assassinated
45 years ago on Nov. 22, 1963, attended secondary school in Connecticut and visited the state many
times before and during his presidency. The exhibit, which runs through January 2009, is open to the
public Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Sunday from 2 to 4 p.m., and other times by appointment.
Admission and parking are free. Call (203) 392-6126 for more information.

Building: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-11 p.m.; Sat. 8
a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sun. 2-10 p.m.
Dunkin’ Donuts: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-8 p.m.;
Sat. 8 a.m.-noon; Sun. closed.
Food Court: Mon.-Fri. 10:30 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sat.
11 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sun. closed.
Fitness Center: Mon.-Thurs. 7 a.m.-10 p.m.;
Fri. 7 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun.
2-7 p.m.

GRANOFF HEALTH CENTER
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

LYMAN CENTER BOX OFFICE

Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. (when the university
is open). Box office: (203) 392-6154.

Southern Celebrates 25 Years and Opens a Time Capsule
Members of the campus community sort through the contents of a time
capsule opened during a celebration to mark the 25th anniversary of
Southern’s university status and of the Connecticut State University System.
Faculty, staff and students from that era reminisced about the old days. In
addition to musical presentations, a slideshow of depictions from the last
quarter century was presented. To round out the event, students filled a new
time capsule. Highlights of the celebration can be found by visiting the following Web page: www.southernct.edu/aboutscsu/25thanniversary

Walter Stutzman presents his honors thesis
piano recital Dec. 10 in the Charles Garner
Recital Hall.

Geographic Information Science
Celebrated at Campus Event
The 2008 State of Connecticut GIS Day was hosted
recently by the SCSU Geographic Information Science
Club, the Department of Geography and the Connecticut
Geospatial Information Systems Council. The day’s
events included presentations on geospatial technology
and geographic information science, as well as a poster gallery and a meeting of the Connecticut Geospatial
Council. Southern’s GIS Club seeks to help students
build professional careers in geographic information
science in government, business and academia, as well
as to increase awareness of geographic information
science on and off campus.

Get in the holiday spirit with the Music Department Gala
Presentation Dec. 11 at the Lyman Center.

CALENDAR ON THE WEB! Visit our Web site for updates on Events@Southern: www.SouthernCT.edu
SouthernLife • November/December 2008

7

____SouthernFocus
A Photo Essay by Isabel Chenoweth and Meghan Marino
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